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Southern Ute Indian Tribe Welcomes Returning Leaders: Barry & Pinnecoose

Southern Ute Indian Reservation - Following the certification of the election results, the Southern Ute
Indian Tribe welcomed Marjorie D. Barry and Marvin J. Pinnecoose back to leadership during a swearing-
in ceremony held on Monday, December 22, 2025.

The ceremony took place in the Tribal Council Chambers, where Chief Judge Scott Moore administered
the oaths of office. The Council Chamber was filled with families, Tribal Members, and staff, who joined
together to celebrate the occasion. Dignitaries in attendance included leaders from the Ute Mountain Ute
Tribe and Jicarilla Apache Nation, as well as officials from Archuleta County, the City of Durango, and
the Town of Ignacio. Federal representation included staff from the offices of U.S. Representative Hurd,
U.S. Senator Hickenlooper, and U.S. Senator Bennet.

Council Member Marjorie D. Barry returns for her third term, having first been elected to Tribal Council
in 2019. Council Member Marvin J. Pinnecoose begins his second term following his initial election in
2022. During the ceremony, Chairman Melvin J. Baker announced his selection of Marvin Pinnecoose to

serve as Vice Chairman for the upcoming term.

"The Southern Ute Indian Tribe is fortunate to have the continued commitment of these two leaders," said
Chairman Baker. "Their experience is vital as we continue to protect our resources, provide for our elders

and youth, and strengthen our position as a leader in Indian Country."

The Southern Ute Indian Tribe congratulates Council Member Barry and Vice Chairman Pinnecoose on
their inauguration and looks forward to their continued leadership.
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