
Southern Ute Indian Tribe 
Proposed Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters & 
Clean Water Act Section 401 Certif ication Procedures  

 

What does this mean for the Tribe? 

 Protecting the Tribe’s water resources from pollution. 

 Protecting tribal member health and welfare.  

 Protecting wildlife and aquatic species. 

 Exercising tribal sovereignty. 

 

 

What are water quality standards? 

 A legal basis for controlling pollutants entering tribal waters (such as those from 
wastewater plants and industrial facilities).   

 Describes the desired condition of the waterbody.  

 Classify water bodies into designated uses (such as, recreation, agriculture, public water 
supply, protection of fish and wildlife).  

 Establish numeric and narrative criteria for pollutants in tribal waters. 
 

To what water bodies will the Tribe’s water quality standards apply? 

 

 All water bodies within the exterior boundary of the Southern Ute Indian Reservation 
(such as, rivers, streams, lakes, ponds, and wetlands) over which the Tribe has authority 
for establishing water quality standards. 

 

 
 

What are Section 401 Certification Procedures? 

 Procedures the Tribe will follow to issue 401 water quality certifications.  

 A 401 water quality certification is needed for projects that require a federal permit (such 
as, pipeline construction projects that may impact water quality).  

 Under Clean Water Act section 401, the Tribe has the authority to review and certify 
certain projects for impacts to water quality.  

 If the Tribe believes a project could negatively impact tribal waters, the Tribe can add 
conditions to the federal permit that provide increased protection of tribal waters (such as, 
installing erosion control berms). 

 
 

Online Public Hearing  
October 7, 2021 3:00 PM - 5:00 PM  


