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Authority of the AQCC

• The Colorado Air Quality Control Commission is appointed 
by the Governor and authorized by the Colorado General 
Assembly to oversee Colorado’s air quality program (see 
25‐7‐104 CRS)

• The primary role of the AQCC is to adopt an air quality 
management program that promotes clean and healthy 
air for Colorado’s citizens and visitors, and protects 
Colorado’s scenic and natural resources in a cost‐effective 
and efficient manner

• The Commission has the authority to adopt rules that are 
more stringent than the federal requirements and is 
responsible for hearing appeals of permit terms and 
conditions and enforcement actions
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Make-Up of the AQCC

• The Commission is comprised of nine gubernatorial 
appointees and must include persons with appropriate 
scientific, technical, industrial, labor, agricultural, and 
legal training

• Three of these members shall have appropriate private 
sector, technical, or industrial employment experience

• At least 5 commissioners shall represent the public 
interest

• No more than 5 commissioners shall be from one political 
party

• Terms are for three years
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Work of the AQCC

• Typically, the AQCC develops program requirements from 
concept through implementation

• Much of the air quality management program currently is 
in place and has been adopted over time

• The AQCC occasionally considers new programs as needed 
to address specific problems along with modifications to 
existing programs

• The Colorado Department of Public Health and 
Environment’s Air Pollution Control Division acts as staff 
for the Commission
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