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Southern Ute Tribal Council Chairman Matthew Box shakes hands with Councilman Jim
Newton Jr. during a farewell ceremony for outgoing council members November 30, 2009 at the
Sky Ute Casino Resort’s Events Center. Council Lady Barbara Scott-Rarick stands at right. Both
Newton and Scott-Rarick are up for re-election, but a close vote in the first round forced a runoff
election to be held December 18, 2009. The other contenders for the seats are Joycelyn Dutchie
and Howard D. Richards Sr.

by Amy Barry
Southern Ute Drum

The U.S. Housing and Urban
Development’s Colorado office
sponsored an event Nov. 18 to
honor the Ute tribes of Colorado
in conjunction with Native
American Month.

Colorado’s American Indian
Special Emphasis Committee
hosted the event and provided an
Indian taco luncheon at the UMB
Bank building in downtown
Denver. Randy Akers, administra-
tor of HUD’s Northern Plains
Office of Native American
Programs, welcomed attendees
and Ellen Dole, acting director for
Region VIII of HUD’s Office of
General Counsel, read a procla-
mation from President Obama.
Deidre Blood, chair of the com-
mittee, acknowledged the Ute

Indian tribes and then introduced
Chairman Ernest House Sr. of the
Ute Mountain Ute Tribe and Vice-
chairman Jim Newton Jr. of the
Southern Ute Tribe.

House spoke first on behalf of
the his tribe and shared his polit-
ical and personal background,
which has encompassed 24 years
on the Ute Mountain Ute Tribal
Council and experience as an
active Sundancer, a father of
three, and one of 2,085 members
of the Ute Mountain Ute Tribe.
He said he has served four terms
as chairman of the Ute Mountain
Ute Tribe and this will be his last.

House spoke about growing up
on the reservation and attending
boarding school.

“I learned to take care of
myself when I was in public
school in Cortez, Colorado, and
took advantage of the relocation
program and moved to San

Francisco, California,” he said.
“It was tough.”

After finishing school in
California, House joined the mil-
itary during the Vietnam era. He
spoke briefly about his experi-
ence. He then talked about the
Ute Mountain Ute Tribe’s many
accomplishments related to gam-
ing, farming, and their recent
hydro-planting venture. The tribe
strives to continue successful
business through generations by
making the pathways for the
future, he said.

House also talked about the
importance of health and the loss
of many tribal members to dia-
betes. He acknowledged that he
himself lives in a HUD home and
said he was grateful when he
received that home. House closed
with a nod to the past.

Tribal Council Bids Farewell To Newton and Scott-Rarick
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On November 18, 2009, Southern Ute Vice-Chairman Jim Newton Jr. and Ute Mountain Ute
Chairman Ernest House, Sr., spoke with delegates of the U.S. Urban and Housing Development
group in Denver, Colorado on Ute history and how the Southern Ute and Ute Mountain Ute
reservations came about. (Pictured L-R)  Flora Newton, Vice-Chairman Jim Newton Jr., Deidre
Blood, Betty Gress, Cheryl Cozad and Wayne Johnson.

submitted by Burch Family
special to the Drum

As the time comes once
again to honor Leonard C. Burch,
longtime leader of the Southern
Ute Indian Tribe, his legacy con-
tinues to thrive in southwestern
Colorado and abroad.

Burch was born in 1933 and died
at Mercy Medical Center shortly
after sunrise on Aug. 1, 2003, fol-
lowing a cardiac arrest suffered the
previous day. He was 69.

Burch’s retirement in
December 2002 brought to a
close a brilliant political career.
He served as chairman of the
Southern Ute Indian Tribal
Council for more than 32 years,
commencing with his first elec-
tion as chairman in 1966.

Under his leadership, the
Southern Ute Tribe emerged
from relative poverty to become
a major economic force in the
Four Corners region and the
largest employer in La Plata
County. Fueled principally by
successful development of the
Tribe’s natural gas resources, the
Burch era saw countless exam-
ples of community development
and improvements in education,
health and social programs avail-
able to tribal members.

Upon graduating from Ute
Vocational High School in 1954,
Burch enlisted in the U.S. Air
Force. His four years of military
service included a tour of duty in
Turkey. Upon his return to the
Southern Ute Indian Reservation,
he spent five years working in the
Realty Office of the Bureau of
Indian Affairs where he became
familiar with oil and gas leasing
and land title matters.

During this same period, he
married Irene Coolidge, a Navajo
tribal member who had also
attended Ute Vocational School in
Ignacio. As soon as he became
eligible under the Tribe’s
Constitution he ran successfully
for a position on the Tribal
Council and, at the age of 32, was
selected by his fellow Council
members as chairman. For more

than three
decades he was
re-elected as
chairman of the
Tribe with the
exception of
i n t e r m i t t e n t
breaks mandat-
ed by term lim-
itations set
forth in the
Constitution.

While a
strong voice for
tribal self-deter-
mination, he
was also com-
mitted to main-
taining cooper-
ative relation-
ships with the
United States
government, the state of Colorado
and neighboring governments. He
was invited by five separate U.S.
presidents to attend conferences
on Indian policy at the White
House. During his tenure he
appeared innumerable times
before committees of Congress on
matters affecting the Tribe and
southwestern Colorado.

He successfully obtained pas-
sage of federal laws permitting
the Tribe to consolidate land
holdings within the reservation
and addressing complex jurisdic-
tional issues. The gaming com-
pact between the state of
Colorado and the Tribe and a tax-
ation compact among the state of
Colorado, the county of La Plata
and the Tribe were each negotiat-
ed during his tenure in office.

Burch was also noted for his
commitment to regional water
resource development. He helped
forge a coalition of Indian and non-
Indian water users in southwestern
Colorado to advocate for construc-
tion of the Animas-La Plata Project,
a water storage facility built by the
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation as part
of a settlement of the Tribe’s water
rights claims. In recognition of his
role in this regard, he received the
Citizen Award from the Bureau of
Reclamation.

Burch’s cooperative practices
were also reflected in other matters.

For example, the Tribe’s water and
wastewater treatment facilities con-
structed during his tenure continue
to provide services to both Indian
and non-Indian communities with-
in the Reservation. He received
numerous awards in recognition of
his lifetime achievements and con-
tributions, including the Durango
Area Citizen of the Year Award
(1997), the 15th annual Martin
Luther King Humanitarian Award
(2000) and the Council of Energy
Resource Tribes’ Achievement
Award (2003).

In the later years of his career,
he worked closely with other
members of the Tribal Council to
establish and implement success-
ful financial investments both on
and off the Reservation. The
financial progress of the Tribe has
been widely touted as a model for
Indian tribes across the country.

Throughout his life, Burch
remained respectful of the cul-
ture and traditional ways of the
Ute people. He participated con-
tinuously in the Southern Ute
Indian Tribe’s Sundance as both
a dancer and Sundance chief, and
he supported programs to pre-
serve the Ute language and the
Tribe’s museum.

His life was one of dedication
and service to his family, the
Southern Ute Indian Tribe and
the Four Corners Region.

Leonard C. Burch Remembered
As Inspired Leader

HUD Honors Ute Tribes
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Considering The 
Run-Off Candidates
Four candidates will face off

for two seats on the Southern Ute
Tribal Council on December 18,
2009.

When I attended “Meet the
Candidates” Night and listened
to all of the candidates speak I
was thinking that some of these
people cannot control their own
lives or the lives of their children,
and some cannot hold a job
because of their personal history.

In my own personal history, I
was taught many things from
Tribal Elders, from this Tribe and
other tribes. I respect those peo-
ple and those teachings. My fam-
ily religion was in the Native
American Church and I learned
the cultural ways and the lan-
guage of our Tibe from my fami-
ly. I started Sundancing on
Towaoc with Terry Knight, and
here in Ignacio with Eddie Box,
Sr. and Neil Cloud. In all of those
teachings and all those cere-
monies with all Elders, I was told
to never lie to my people or any-
one, to not steal from them, and

to never harm any fellow human
being. These things were against
the laws of the Creator. Even in
the Catholic Church, where I was
educated for three-and-a-half
years, these things are taught.

Respect is earned…not given.
Breaking the rules or changing
policies for your own benefit,
being mean to others, and then
demanding respect is crazy. The
way you treat others is how you
are treated. You cannot go
around and blame others for
what you have done to yourself.
You can’t change documented
history.

We have one candidate,
Joycelyn Dutchie, who has stolen
from the Tribe. She was charged
in Federal Court, and pleaded
guilty to the charge (Durango
Herald, December 22, 2001 and
January 16, 2002). Somehow,
Mrs. Dutchie still made it onto
Southern Ute Tribal Council. Did
she learn from her mistake? Not
really. She was accused of misus-
ing the Tribal credit card
(Durango Herald, May 14,
2003). The Tribal Ethics

Committee reviewed the charge,
and determined that it was true.
Even a review of that ruling
upheld the decision. The Tribal
Council members at that time did
not dismiss her, failing the Oath
of Office they had taken on
behalf of all Tribal people. Some
members of that same Council
wanted to turn Southern Ute
Veterans Memorial Park into a
parking lot.

I am sure that many of our
Tribal members who voted for
Mrs. Dutchie are more educated
than she is, and I am sure that
about half of them hold jobs for
which she could not qualify.
Remember, if you vote for her
you could possibly have a
Council member who has a crim-
inal record, very little education,
and her continue dishonest to her
own people

I have always asked, “Would
your trust this person to represent
you in a court of law if your life
depended on it?” I would not.

Roderick Grove
Southern Ute Tribal Member
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EDITORS NOTE: ALL LETTERS PUBLISHED IN THE SOUTHERN UTE DRUM ARE PUB-
LISHED AS THEY ARE SUBMITTED AND DO NOT REFLECT THE OPINION OF THE SOUTH-
ERN UTE DRUM OR THE SOUTHERN UTE INDIAN TRIBE. The Southern Ute Drum accepts and
encourages letters from its readers on any subject or issue whatsoever. We ask that letters submitted for pub-
lication be 500 words or less, and be signed by the writer. Letters deemed to be libelous or tasteless will not
be published. Letters need to be signed and submitted to Media Manager for the Southern Ute Drum (970)
563-0100, Ext. 2253 or send an email to sudrum@southern-ute.nsn.us during normal business hours.
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Memorandum
Southern Ute Tribal 2009 Run-Off Election 

December 18, 2009
SunUte Community Center 7 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Candidates for Two Tribal Council seats are:
Howard D. Richards, Sr.

Barbara Scott-Rarick
Joycelyn Dutchie

Jimmy Newton, Jr.

The Election Board has determined these are the dates for the upcoming 2009 Run-Off Election,
according to the Constitution and the Election Code. 

• Run-Off Election - December 18, 2009 
• Official Voter Registration Deadline - December 7, 2009 by 5:00 p.m.
• Absentee Ballot Request Deadline - December 7, 2009 by 5:00 p.m.
The application, letter, or telephone call requesting an absentee ballot must be received by the

Election Board no later than the close of business at least seven (7) business days before the election.
• Emergency Ballot Request Deadline - December 17, 2009 by 5:00 p.m.
A voter may make a written request that the Election Board provide him an emergency absentee bal-

lot if: (a) He will be confined in a hospital or at his place of residence on election day because of events
arising after the deadline for absentee ballot requests, or (b) He must be absent from the reservation on
election day and the reason for such absence arose after the deadline for absentee ballot requests.

The written request shall contain the following: (a) the voter’s name and address, (b) The nature of
the emergency causing confinement or absence from the reservation, and (c) The voter’s signature.

The emergency ballot request must be made before the day of the election. The Election Board
shall review emergency requests on a case-by-case basis. If the Election Board determines not to
grant the request, the voter shall be promptly notified of the denial and the reason. If the Election
Board determines that the request should be granted, the Election Board shall deliver the emergency
absentee ballot at its office during regular business hours or, in the case of a medical emergency, at
the place where the voter is confined.

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact our office at (970) 563-0100 ext. 2303,
or 1-800- 772-1236 ext. 2303. The Election Board Office will be open on Monday thru Friday,

during the hours 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Travis Wheeler
Forestry Technician
Description of Duties: Working with the Foresty Division to protect,
develop, and improve tribal Forests through thinning, reforestation
and prescribed burning.
Hobbies: Cycling, gardening, camping and cooking.
Comments: I am really excited to be working for the Southern Ute
Indian Tribe and to be returning to the field of Forestry.

James A. Harrington
Gaming Investigator

Description of Duties: Enforcement
of gaming regulations and laws.

Lynn G. Murison
Health Disparities Coordinator
Description of Duties: General nursing
- encouraging/assisting everyone in
healthiest behaviors.
Hobbies: Teach adaptive skiing, hiking,
reading, swimming, cooking.
Comments: I’m excited to be here.

Marjorie Cristol
MD Health Clinic

Description of Duties: Part-time
employee at So. Ute Health Clinic.

Hobbies: Farmstead, goat cheese
maker and flower farm business

name, “Linnaea Farm”.
Family: Married - spouse Duncan Rothwell. Children - Elaina age 11

and Danila age 15.

Shawmarie Tso
Licensed Practical Nurse (No Photo Available)
Description of Duties: Providing patient care in clinical setting.
Hobbies: Spending time w/family & friends.Traveling and
Photography.
Tribe: Dinè.

Diane J. Benesck
RN (No Photo Available)

Description of Duties: Public health nursing.
Mandy Janine Morford, MD
Family Practice Physician (No Photo)
Description of Duties: Outpatient treatment.
Family: Husband-Curtis, Children-Grace (6), Abigail (3) and Hannah (2).

New Employees

Tribe Welcomes Canadian Visitors

Representatives of the Siksika people of Alberta, Canada, visited the Southern Ute
Indian Reservation Nov. 17-20 as part of a cross-country trip to learn from successful tribes
about tribal government and cultivation of resources. The delegation met with tribal
departments including the Executive Office, Permanent Fund and Sky Ute Casino Resort.
The Siksika have hopes to become self-sufficient by investing in energy and casino
resources. The visit also included discussions on intergovernmental relationships – those
between the Southern Utes and the United States and between the Siksika and Canada.
The Siksika delegation has also visited the Navajo, the Choctaw and the Creek during its
tour. The word “Siksika” means “Blackfoot.” They are part of the Blackfoot Confederation,
which includes the Blackfeet of Montana..

photos Jeremy Wade Shockley/SU DRUM

 



December 4, 2009
Peini (3) Update

Tribal Update
Ignacio Senior Center Offering Snow-Shoveling Services
As part of a new grant from Comprecare Foundation Of Denver, the Ignacio Senior Center will be offer-

ing snow shoveling this winter to community members age 55 and older. If you live in the Ignacio School
District area and have a need for snow shoveling services, please contact Kathy at the Center before
December 14th, 2009 to make sure you are added to the list. This service is free, although donations are
gratefully accepted. Please call the SUCAP offices at (970) 563-4517 for more information.

Elder Services Requesting Items For Stocking Stuffers
The Department of Elder Services is requesting donations of small items for stocking stuffers for eld-

ers who are 70 years and older. There are 57 elders.

Sharing Tree of Ignacio 
Sharing Tree of Ignacio is a program to help local community families during the holidays. Each ornament

displayed at SunUte has an individual item listed for family members in need. Here is what you can do:
• Please take as many ornaments as you like (please fulfill what you take).
• Check out the ornament at the front desk.
• Purchase, wrap and attach ornament description to the package.
• Return it to the front desk by December 13th.
Sharing Tree of Ignacio would like to thank you for your generosity. Please call me if you have any

questions. Thank you. Lisa Williams, Executive Assistant, (lwilliams@southern-ute.nsn.us), SunUte
Community Center (970) 563-0214 ext 2654.

Holiday Demonstration, “Holiday Baking In A Jar”
Attention all interested Southern Ute Tribal member/immediate Families. The Southern Ute Agriculture

Extension is planning a Holiday Demonstration on December 14, 2009. Holiday Baking in a jar, etc., at
1:30 pm. in the S.U. Education Kitchen. All interested Southern Ute Tribal member/immediate families
and 1 guest. Door prizes. Refreshments will be available, please call (970) 563-0220 x 3503. Deadline is
December 8, 2009 for registration. We will be closed December 9-10, 2009 for Leonard C. Burch Day.

SunUte Membership Incentive Program, Nov. 9 - Dec. 16
For those of you currently members at SunUte Community Center or those who wish to become one, now

is the time to update, renew, or become a member! We will be giving away some incredible prizes in
exchange for your time to come by and fill out a Membership Update Form at the front desk. Even better,
the great part is you get to pick what prize you want a chance at winning!!! It should take just a moment of
your time to give us an update and possibly bring home a great prize. Prizes will be awarded on Friday,
December 18, 2009. Good Luck to all that update, employees of SunUte Community Center and their fam-
ilies are not eligible to win. Even though the prizes are awesome! 

You will receive 1 ticket for the following information updated or verified as current: 
Ticket #1: Address, Phone Number, Date of Birth
Ticket #2: A valid e-mail address so we can keep you up to date
Ticket #3: Your photo so we know who you are. You can receive a ticket per updated family photo. 
Here are the prizes you could win!!!
• A Snowboard or Skis from the Skibarn (Valued up to $500)
• Durango Mountain Resort $150 Gift Card (Value $150)
• One-Hour Massage and $40 Spa Services from the Sky Ute Casino & Resort Spa & Massage (Value $100)
• 6-Month Single Membership to the SunUte Community Center (Value $180)
• $50 Gift Certificate to Maria’s Bookshop and $50 Gift Certificate to Red Snapper Restaurant (Value $100)

Arts & Crafts Holiday Bazaar
The Ignacio Senior Center is having an Arts and Crafts Holiday Bazaar. This is an annual event.

Saturday, December 12, 2009 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. $10 table rentals - Crafters of all types welcome! For
more information or to reserve your space, call Charise at (970) 563-4561.

“My Former Shadow” Health Challenge
The Health Disparities Grant of the Health Services Division announces a great new 3 month challenge

for Native Americans of any tribe who are 20 years or older. (Non natives can participate as challenge
buddy to a Native American.)We want to screen you for cholesterol and glucose and help you meet the
goals that you set after an assessment of your strength, flexibility and cardiovascular system. The program
will start Friday Dec. 4, 2009 AND we would like to screen you before then. Call Henry Sun Eagle at
(970) 563-0154 Ext 2344 or Lynne Murison at (970) 563-0154 to schedule an appointment for screening
and assessment. (Two times– one for blood screen, one for strength, flexibility and cardiovascular screen-
ing.) Plan to fast (nothing but water or black coffee only) for 8-12 hours before your glucose and choles-
terol screening (which we will do in the Health Services Building). We’re calling this phase of My Former
Shadow: the Holiday Challenge, because you’re brave enough to start with the holidays. The groups will
meet weekly (usually Fridays between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.), set goals, work towards them, meet for healthy
meals teaching bimonthly and generally have fun while working toward feeling healthier. The next group
of this challenge will probably start February or March, 2010, so if you don’t make the 1st 15 of this
group, get your name on the list for then next group.

TToo  oouurr  ss oonn,,  SSee tt hh  RRoouubb ii dd eeaauuxx ,,  
WWee wwoouu lldd  ll ii kkee  tt oo  wwii sshh  yyoouu  aa  HHaappppyy  1177tthh

BBiirr tthhddaayy oonn DDeecceemmbbeerr  77,,  22000099..  TTiimmee  ssuurree
hhaass  ff ll eeww bbyy  ss iinnccee  yyoouu wweerree  bboorrnn..YYoouu hhaavvee

ggrroowwnn tt oo  bbee ccoommee  ssuucchh  aa hhaannddssoommee  yyoouunngg mmaann!!
WWee hhaavvee  eennjj ooyyeedd wwaatt cchh iinngg yyoouu ggrrooww uupp  tt hhee ss ee
yyeeaarrss  aanndd yyoouu ccoonntt iinnuuee  tt oo  mmaakkee  uu ss  hhaappppyy,,  ssaadd,,
mmaadd,,  aanndd mmooss tt  oo ff  aa ll ll  pprroouudd oo ff  aa ll ll  tt hhaa tt  yyoouu hhaavvee
ddoonnee  aanndd aaccccoommppll ii sshheedd  iinn yyoouurr  1177 yyeeaarr ss  oonn

eeaarr tthh..  KKeeeepp  sshh iinniinngg ssoonn aanndd rreemmeemmbbeerr  wwee  aarree
aa llwwaayyss  hheerree  ff oorr  yyoouu eeaacchh  aanndd eevveerryyddaayy..WWee lloovvee

yyoouu wwii tt hh  aa ll ll  oouurr  hheeaarr tt ss!!  LLoovvee  aanndd KKiiss ss ee ss ::
MMoomm,,  DDaadd,,  KKaaii ,,  AAll eexxaannddrr ii aa ,,  JJoorrddaann

TToo  MMoott hh ee rr  DDeeaarr ee ss tt
DDiixx ii ee  NNaarraann jj oo

HHaappppyy  BBiirr tt hhddaayy  oonn  DDeecc eemmbbee rr  99,,
22000099..HHoopp ee  yy oouurr  ddaayy  ii ss  ff ii ll ll eedd  wwii tt hh  ll oo tt ss  oo ff
ll aauugghh ss ,,  hhuugg ss ,,  aanndd  kk ii ss ss ee ss  aa ss  yy oouu  dd ee ss ee rr vv ee  eeaa cchh
aanndd  ee vv ee rr yyoonnee  oo ff  tt hh eemm!!  TThhaannkk  yyoouu  ff oo rr  aa llwwaayy ss
hh ee ll pp ii nngg  oouu tt  ww ii tt hh  yy oouurr  ddrr ii vv iinngg ,,  ccaarr iinngg ,,  aanndd
mmaakk iinngg  ddrr ee ss ss ee ss  aanndd  rr eeggaa ll ii aa  ii tt eemmss  ff oo rr  aa ll ll  oo ff
uu ss ..YYoouu  aarr ee  dd ee ff iinn ii tt ee ll yy  oonnee  oo ff  aa  kk iinndd  hh ii pp--hhoo pp

ggrraannddmmaa  tt hhaa tt  ii ss  ll oo vv eedd  bb yy  aa ll ll  oo ff  uu ss ..
EEnnjj ooyy  yyoouurr  ddaayy  aanndd  tt hh ee  yy eeaarr ss  tt oo  cc oommee!! !!!!

LLoovv ee  aanndd  KKii ss ss ee ss ::
TThhee  RRoouubb ii ddeeaauuxx’’ ss  ––  MMiikkkk ii ,,  MMii cchhaaee ll ,,  SSee tt hh ,,

KKaaii ,,  AAll eexxaannddrr ii aa ,,  JJoorrddaann

CCoonnggrraa tt uu ll aa tt ii oonn ss  MMaattaayyaa!!
TThhee  CCrreeaa tt oo rr  ggaavv ee  yyoouu  tt hh ee  ggrr eeaa tt ee ss tt  gg ii ff tt  oo ff  aa ll ll ,,
aa  bbaabbyy  bb ooyy  --AAvveerryy ..  MMaayy  yyoouu  bboo tt hh  bb ee  bb ll ee ss ss eedd
bbyy  tt hh ee  CCrreeaa tt oo rr  aanndd  wwaa ll kk  wwii tt hh  hh ii ss  gguu iiddaanncc ee ..

LLoovv ee  YYoouurr  OOrr tt ii zz  aanndd  RReedd  FFaammii ll ii ee ss ..

HHaappppyy  BBee ll aa tt eedd  BBiirr tt hhddaayy ’’ ss  tt oo  mmyy  ttwwoo  ll ii tt tt ll ee
oonnee ss  ––  AAll eexxaannddrr ii aa  –– 66 yyeeaarr ss  oo ll dd  aanndd  KKaaii
RRoouubb ii dd eeaauuxx  –– 1100 yy eeaarr ss  oo ll dd ..II hhoo pp ee  eeaa cchh  oo ff
yy oouu  eenn jj ooyy eedd  yyoouurr  bb ii rr tt hhddaayy ss  oonn  NNoovveemmbb ee rr  55tt hh
aanndd  NNoovv eemmbb ee rr  2244tt hh ..YYoouu  bb oo tt hh  cc oonn tt ii nnuu ee  tt oo
bb rr iinngg  uu ss  jj oo yy  aanndd  hhaapp pp iinn ee ss ss  eeaa cchh  aanndd  ee vv ee rr yy

mmoorrnn iinngg  wwee  ss ee ee  yy oouurr  ssmmii ll ii nngg  ff aacc ee ss ..  KKeeee pp  uu pp
tt hh ee  ggoooodd  wwoorrkk  iinn  ss cc hhoooo ll  aanndd  yyoouurr  aa cc tt ii vv ii tt ii ee ss  yy oouu
ddoo  aa ss  yyoouu  mmaakkee  uu ss  pp rr oouudd ..  YYoouu  bb oo tt hh  aarr ee  oouurr
ll ii tt tt ll ee  ss hh iinn iinngg  ss tt aarr ss  tt hhaa tt  aammaazz ee  uu ss  ww ii tt hh  yy oouurr

cc rraazzyy  jj oo kk ee ss  aanndd  aa tt tt ii tt uuddee ss  aanndd  yyoouurr
ggrraannddmmaa,,uunncc ll ee ,, ss ii ss tt ee rr ss  ii nn  CCaall ii ff oo rrnn ii aa  aanndd
OOkk ll aahhoommaa  aarr ee  vv ee rryy  pp rr oouudd  oo ff  yy oouu  aa ss  wwee ll ll ..

LLoovv ee  aanndd  KKii ss ss ee ss ::
MMoomm aanndd  DDaadd

TToo  mmyy  ggrraanndd ss oonn  ““WWhhii tt ee ss hh ii ee ll dd””  
SSee tt hh  RRoouubb ii dd eeaauuxx

HHaappppyy  BBiirr tthhddaayy aanndd TThhaannkk YYoouu ff oorr  bbee iinngg aa
hhee ll pp ff uu ll  GGrraannddssoonn aanndd bbee iinngg tthheerree  wwhheenn II nneeeedd
yyoouu,, ttaa llkk  tt oo  ss oommeeoonnee  oorr  jj uu ss tt  kkeeeepp  mmee  ccoommppaannyy..

KKeeeepp  yyoouurr  tt rraaddii tt ii oonnaall  wwaayyss  tt hhaa tt  yyoouurr  GGrraannddmmaa
AAnnnnee tt ttaa//GGrraannddppaa JJaacckk  FFrroo ss tt  aanndd GGrraannddmmaa
BBeerr tthhaa//GGrraannddppaa VViinncc eenntt  GGrroovvee  tt oo lldd  yyoouu..
AAllwwaayyss  bbee  ff rr ii eennddllyy  nnoo mmaatt tt eerr  wwhhaatt ..II lloovvee  yyoouu
ggrraannddssoonn aanndd mmaayy  tt hhee  CCrreeaa ttoorr  bb ee  wwii tt hh  yyoouu  oonn

tthh ii ss  ss pp ee cc iiaa ll  ddaayy  aanndd eevveerryyddaayy!!
LLoovv ee  yy oouurr  GGrraannddmmoo tt hh ee rr ,,

DDiixx ii ee  NNaarraann jj oo

HHaappppyy  1188tt hh  BBiirr tt hhddaayy  TTuurrkk ee eennaa!!
SSaapp pphh ii rr ee  --  HHoopp ee  yy oouurr  yy eeaarr ss  tt oo  cc oommee  aarr ee  ff ii ll ll ee dd

ww ii tt hh  ee vv ee rr yy tt hh iinngg  yyoouu  wwaann tt  tt hh eemm tt oo  bb ee ..
LLoovv ee  yyoouurr  UUnncc ll ee  BBoobb bbyy  aanndd  tt hh ee  OOrr tt ii zz ’’

BBiirr tt hhddaayy  WWii sshhee ss  DDuurr iinngg  tt hh ee  HHooll ii ddaayy  SSeeaassoonn

by Tim Heydinger
SU Public Defender

Earlier this year House Bill
09-1094 was signed into law by
Governor Bill Ritter. Even though
the law was enacted earlier this
year, the law became effective on
December 1, 2009. The new law
addresses cell phone use while
driving a motor vehicle.

Prior to December 1st, all driv-
ers were free to use cell phones,
and to send texts, tweets, and
whatever else cell phones may
do, while they were driving 70
miles an hour down the roadway.
While such actions may have
been legal, they were not a good
idea. Anything that diverts a dri-
ver’s attention away from the
roadway makes the driver more
susceptible to causing and/or

being in an accident. 
This all changed on December

1st. With the new law, no driver
under the age of 18 can use a cell
phone, for any reason, while driv-
ing. A driver under the age of 18
can’t call someone while driving,
can’t talk on their cell phone while
driving, and can’t send/receive
emails, send/receive text mes-
sages, and tweet. This prohibition
applies to all cell phones, includ-
ing hands free phones. If a driver
under the age of 18 wants to use a
phone while driving, they first
must pull over and stop.

Drivers 18 years of age and
older are permitted to use cell
phones while driving, but only to
talk to other people. Drivers over
the age of 18 cannot use any type
of cellular device to send/receive
emails, texting, and/or tweeting. 

A person caught violating the

new law will be issued a citation
and fined $50.00 for a first
offense, and $100.00 for each
subsequent offense. There are no
points associated with the offense. 

The new law does not apply if
a driver uses their phone to con-
tact a public safety entity.
Therefore, if a driver calls the
police department to report a sus-
pected drunk driver, the new law
would not apply to them. In addi-
tion, because the new law is a
state law, it does not apply to
Native Americans who drive on
the Reservation. 

Colorado is following a growing
number of states limiting and/or
banning the use of cell phones by
drivers. This makes good sense
because, while cell phones have
their place it modern society, that
place is not in the hands persons
driving motor vehicles. 

New Law Limits The Use Of
Cell Phones While Driving

Tribe Speaks At DU Law
by Amy Barry

Southern Ute Drum

The Native American Law
Student Association hosted a
question-and-answer forum Nov.
19 during Native American
Awareness Week at the
University of Denver’s Sturm
College of Law. Barbara Scott-
Rarick of the Southern Ute Tribal
Council and Chairman Ernest
House Sr. of the Ute Mountain
Ute Tribal Council were on hand
to talk about the importance of
having tribal attorney representa-
tion. They also discussed the dif-
ferent areas of law that attorneys
need to know to work for a
Native American tribe. 

The day before, NALSA spon-
sored Ute Mountain Ute Tribal
Attorney Peter Ortego as he gave
insight into what his responsibil-
ities are as a tribal attorney and
various laws he deals with as
general counsel. The association
also held a silent auction with
various items like native jewelry,
paintings and pottery. The week
also included an Indian taco sale
on Nov. 15 to raise money for the
association. 

The main areas of law that
tribes deal with include employ-
ment, energy, criminal, tax and
Indian law. Others, like jurisdic-
tion, oil and gas, natural

resources, renewable energy and
water, include smaller focuses.
Tribal lawyers have to be aware of
all areas and must be experts in all
aspects of law. There are also
lawyers who specialize in specific
areas of law – for instance, tort
lawyers, who work on personal
injury cases, workman’s compen-
sation and similar issues.

Shelly Thompson, a Southern
Ute tribal member and law stu-
dent at DU, said she has learned

that regardless of how much peo-
ple learn about Native Americans,
Indian law is often pushed to the
backburner and the rights
Congress has given to tribes are
revoked by the Supreme Court.
It’s imperative that Native
American people learn about
Indian law so they can make pos-
itive changes, she said. Thompson
will be graduating on Dec. 15
with a juris doctor.

Congratulations, Shelly!

photo Amy Barry/SUPR Dept.

On November 19, 2009, Southern Ute Tribal Council Lady
Scott-Rarick and Ute Mountain Ute Chairman House, spoke to
the NALSA group from the Denver University Sturm College of
Law on the importance of tribal attorney representation and
their roles and responsibilities within Indian Country. NALSA
sponsored a week-long event in Denver, Colorado, in honor of
the Native American Month of November.

“It is the winter season: a time
for storytelling,” he said. “It is an
honor to be here in Denver,
Colorado, because Denver is the
crossroad for our Native
American people throughout the
United States. I would also like
to thank our warriors for the sac-
rifices which has allowed us to be
here today.”

Blood then introduced Newton,
who began by acknowledging the
AISEC for having the two Ute
tribes in Denver to celebrate Native
American Month. Newton said the
Ute tribes have seven bands, and
that he comes from the Capote
band. He also gave a glimpse of the
Ute history, explaining that the
Utes are the oldest residents of the
state of Colorado and that they
were one of the first tribes to
embark on trading with the Spanish
for horses.

Newton also spoke of the
Meeker Massacre and the signif-
icance that it had on Colorado
history.

“Meeker tried to force our
Northern Utes to become farmers
on land that was not farmable,
which then led to the Meeker

Massacre,” he said.
He also spoke of the Brunot

Hunting Agreement and how the
Colorado Ute tribes have begun to
take advantage of the wildlife and
hunting opportunities that are now
available in designated areas
throughout the State of Colorado.

Newton also addressed the
Homestead and Allotment Act
and how land was taken from the
Utes and never returned, result-
ing in our current reservation –
an area of 75-by-15 miles, a frac-
tion of what was once Ute territo-
ry. He alluded to the Indian
Reorganization Act of 1934,
which allowed the tribe to devel-
op a constitution and govern
itself within the reservation. 

Newton then touched briefly
on the Southern Ute Indian
Tribe’s Financial Plan and the
history that brought the Growth
Fund to life in 1999. He talked
about the Bureau of Indian
Affairs’ lack of trust responsibil-
ities and how the Southern Ute
Indian Tribe has taken over the
health center.

“John Salazar has opened the
door for Indian people in

Colorado, and we look forward to
working with him in the future to
secure business and living for our
Southern Ute people,” he said.

In closing, Newton touched
lightly on the infamous quote
“The Utes must go,” voiced by
Gov. Frederick Pitkin, who
strived to force Ute hunters to
become farmers during the
Meeker Massacre.

“The State of Colorado has
never offered an apology for that
statement to this day,” Newton
said, “but we stand here today as
strong Indian people who will
continue to strive for the better-
ment of our people and our future
generations.”

He also invited those in atten-
dance to the Southern Ute
Reservation for the Spring cele-
bration, the Bear Dance, and
thanked those in attendance for
their time.

In closing, Blood presented
House and Newton with plaques
for attending as guest speakers.
Andy Cozad of the Kiowa Tribe
closed the presentation with an
Honor Song for those in atten-
dance.

HUD Honors Ute Tribes • from page 1

Southern Ute Tribal Offices Holiday Closures
Thursday, Dec. 10 and Friday, Dec. 11, 2009 “Leonard C. Burch Day”

Friday, Dec. 25, 2009 “Christmas”
the Drum misprinted Offices Closed Dec. 24, 2009, offices will be open.

Friday, January 1, 2010 “New Years Day”
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10 years ago...
Miss Southern Ute Lee Ann Baker greeted Elders at the Tribe’s Annual Thanksgiving

Dinner for Elders on November 18, 1999, at the Rolling Thunder Hall. Here, Mr. Syvian
Valdez receives his royal welcome. Children also entertained the guests.

This photo was published in the December 3, 1999, issue of the Southern Ute Drum.

6th Annual Christmas PowWow
December 12, 2009

19255 Monument Hill Road • Monument, CO
Contact: Brad Bearsheart

Phone: (719) 694-9386
Email: bgbearshrt022@comcast.net

Web: www.myspace.com/project_lighthouse

6th Annual New Years Eve PowWow
December 31, 2009

120 W 1300 S • Salt Lake City, UT
Contact: Winston Mason

Phone: (801) 655-3396
Email: medicinechild1@hotmail.com

9th Annual Sobriety PowWow
December 31, 2009

100 Civic Center Downtown, Tulsa Convention Center • Tulsa, OK 
Contact: Niles Bosin
Phone: (918) 639-1816

Shonto PowWow Annual Celebration
December 30-31, 2009

Hyw. 160 & 98 • Shonto, AZ
Contact: Harrison Miles
Phone: (928) 672-3522

Email: hmiles@mail.shonto.bia.edu

Santee Dakota Omaka Teca Wacipi
December 31-January 1, 2010

207 Frazier Ave. • Santee, NE
Contact: Sidney A. Tuttle, Sr.

Phone: (402) 857-2327
Email: sid_tuttle01@yahoo.com

PowWow Trails 2009

Photo Archives/DRUM

20 years ago...
Ground-breaking Ceremony took place on November 22, 1989, for the North Ridge

Housing Project.
This was published in the December 8, 1989, issue of the Southern Ute Drum.

Photo Archives/DRUM 

Of Four Corners Interest
Families Helping Families Holiday Book Drive
Support literacy for local families this holiday season! Maria’s Bookshop, at 960 Main Avenue, will once

again sponsor the “Families Helping Families Holiday Book Drive” benefiting the children of families who
participate in the Family Center of Durango’s Family Development Program. The book drive will run from
November 23rd through December 15th. When community members visit Maria’s Bookshop during this
period, they will be invited to select a card off of the book drive “tree.” Each card will feature information
about a local child served by the Family Development Program. Booksellers will be happy to provide guid-
ance and ideas to help individuals find the perfect book for that child, and Maria’s Bookshop will offer a
15% discount on the book drive purchase. The books will be presented to the kids at the “December
Delights” holiday party at The Family Center on Wednesday, December 16th from 10:30-12:00 p.m. For
more information about the book drive, call (970) 247-1438 or visit (www.mariasbookshop.com).

Dr. Andrew Gulliford to Speak at Library
On Tuesday, December 8 at the Durango Public Library, Dr. Andrew Gulliford will present an illustrat-

ed slide lecture entitled Interpreting Historic Photographs of Native Americans: The New Illustrated
Edition of Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee on how to “read” historic photos of Native Americans and
how to interpret photographic “truth.” Dr. Gulliford will also discuss the meaning and importance of the
book Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee which sold three million copies and is now published in an illus-
trated edition for which Dr. Gulliford served as one of the consultants on the photographs, artwork and
captions, and he wrote a “Note on the Text and Art.” The program is from 6:30-8:00 p.m. in the Library
Program Rooms. For more information please call (970) 375-3380 or visit the Library’s website at
(www.durangopubliclibrary.org).

High School Juniors Invited For Washington DC Youth Tour
La Plata Electric Association (LPEA), in partnership with The National Rural Electric Cooperative

Association (NRECA), is seeking high school juniors interested in participating in the National Rural Electric
Youth Tour to Washington D.C., set for June 11-17, 2010. Application deadline is Dec. 11, 2009. All area high
school juniors who receive their electric power from LPEA are eligible to participate. LPEA will sponsor one
student from each municipality – Durango, Bayfield, Pagosa Springs and Ignacio, and home-school students
are also eligible. To be considered, students are asked to complete the D.C. Tour application and submit it to
LPEA, along with an essay of no more than 500 words covering any aspect of the electric energy industry.
Participants will be selected based on their essays, which will be reviewed by an independent committee.
Those selected will be notified over the holidays. Applications are available on the LPEA web site,
www.lpea.coop, from high school counselors or at the LPEA Durango and Pagosa Springs offices. For fur-
ther trip information or questions, contact Jeannie Bennett, (970)382-3505, or (jbennett@lpea.coop).

30 years ago...
Robbie Jefferson and Cheryl West made All-Conference, First team in the Southern Peaks

League Volleyball.
This photo was published in the November 23, 1979, issue of the Southern Ute Drum.

Ute Language
nüvaaÙ “Snow”
nüvapachì “Snow Boots”
nüvaaÇuwai “Snow Falling”

Editor’s Note: The Ute Language and “Translation” 
are transcribed from the 2000 Ute Dictionary, ©1996

Photo Archives/DRUM

Annual Tribal Christmas Dinner
Sky Ute Casino Resort Event Center

December 19, 2009 11:00 am - 3:00 pm

Annual Tribal Christmas Program
Sky Ute Casino Resort Event Center
December 19, 2009 3:00pm - 5:00 pm

The Southern Ute Indian Tribe invites ALL Tribal Membership and
Families, Permanent Fund, Growth Fund and Sky Ute Casino

employees to the Annual Christmas Dinner to be held at the Sky Ute
Casino Resort Event Center.

Meet and greet our Southern Ute Royalty and take a minute to catch
up with friends & family who are visiting during the holiday season.

If you are unable to attend due to a handicap or disability con-
straint, please contact Southern Ute Elder Services so arrangements

can be made to have your meal delivered during the day. Their
phone number is (970) 563-0100 Ext. 2323.

For questions, please contact Amy Barry, Public Relations Division
for the Southern Ute Indian Tribe at (970) 563-0100 Ext. 2251.
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The Kidney Corner:
“CKD and High Blood Pressure ”

by Dr. Mark Saddler, MD
Durango Nephrology Associates

In the last issue of the Kidney
Corner, we discussed diabetes,
the most common cause of
chronic kidney disease. The next
most prevalent cause is hyperten-
sion (high blood pressure).
Moreover, in almost all causes of
chronic kidney disease, hyper-
tension plays a role in its pro-
gression. For example if you
have chronic kidney disease due
to diabetes, control of blood
pressure is still very important in
slowing the progression of the
kidney failure.

Not all patients with hyperten-
sion, of course, will develop
chronic kidney disease. But the
worse the elevation of the blood
pressure, the higher the risk of
kidney complications. The earli-
est sign of kidney damage in
hypertension is usually loss of
albumen, a protein, in the urine,
and testing for albumen is a
worthwhile test in patients with
high blood pressure. 

So, to what level should blood
pressure be lowered in patients
with kidney disease? There is
evidence that we should aim for
tighter control than we shoot for
in patients who do not have dis-
ease of their kidneys. Often,
blood pressures of 125/80 or

lower are ideal, provided the
patient is not having symptoms
due to low blood pressure. It is
useful to have patients measure
blood pressures at home to guide
medication use since office-
measured blood pressure tends to
be artificially elevated due to
patient anxiety, the so-called
“white coat effect”. Home blood
pressure monitors are fairly inex-
pensive. If you have one, keep a
record of your blood pressure
every time you take it and bring
the record with you to your clin-
ic appointments

Treatment of high blood pres-
sure usually starts with lifestyle
changes when appropriate –
“Therapeutic Lifestyle
Changes”. This involves increas-
ing exercise, losing weight when
appropriate and decreasing
dietary intake of salt. 

All blood pressure medications
are helpful in delaying progres-
sion of kidney disease. However,
there are some blood pressure
medicines which have extra ben-
efit in this regard. There are two
groups of medicines which have
been clearly been shown to have
this property: ACE inhibitors and
Angiotensin receptor blockers
(“ARB’s”). Both are easily avail-
able as blood pressure lowering
agents and they are first choice
blood pressure medications in
patients with kidney disease.
ACE inhibitors are usually
cheaper but can sometimes cause
a troublesome cough. Both
groups of medicines, ironically,
can cause short-term worsening
of kidney function despite their
significant long-term benefit, so
kidney function usually needs to
be monitored carefully after
starting them. They both can also
cause elevation of potassium lev-
els and rarely this can be danger-
ous to the heart, so this also
needs to be monitored in patients
taking either of these agents. 

So, if you have high blood
pressure, don’t forget to take
your medication regularly! Good
blood pressure control will help
to protect your kidney function,
as well as reducing damage to
other organs, such as your heart,
brain and eyes.

A Nurturing Father’s Journal for Developing 
Attitudes and Skills for Male Nurturance

Study Topics: 
The Roots of Fathering - Self-Nurturing Skills - The World of Feelings & Male Nurturance

The Power To Nurture - Overcoming Barriers to Nurturing Fathering - Discipline and Fun & Games 
Fun & Games for Fathers and Their Child - Fathering Sons & Daughters

Teamwork Between Fathers, Spouse/Co-parent - A Time and Place for Fathering
Healing the Father Wound - Closing Ceremony, Commitment to My Family

Wednesday evenings 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. • January 13 - April 21, 2010 • Meals Provided!
Southern Ute Montessori Head Start/Early Head Start

279 Capote Drive, Ignacio, Colorado 81137

• Babysitting available (please call 563-4566 x27 or 23 if babysitting is needed before each training)
• $50.00 dollar stipend awarded to all applicants who complete training.
• Must prior register before December 18, 2009
• Call Sam (970) 563-4566 x23, or Joe (970) 563-4566 x27 for more information.

Fathers’ Voices Inc.
In Partnership with:

Community Foundation Serving Southwest Colorado
University of Denver-Four Corners MSW Program

Ignacio Community Collaboration

presents
A Two-day workshop: January 15 & 16, 2010

“How Service Providers Can Work With Native Americans”

presented by
Dr. Maria Braveheart and Ray Daw

at Southern Ute Indian Tribe
Sky Ute Casino & Resort’s Event Center in Ignacio, CO

Space is Limited

Please visit the Fathers’ Voices Website to print registration form.
www.fathersvoices.org

Please send registration form with payment by December 18, 2009

For further information please call (970) 764-5631

Registration Form • Space Limited-Register Early
Name (print clearly): ______________________________________________________________
Title: ____________________________________________________________________________
Name of Organization (if student, name of College/University): ____________________________ 
Address of Individual/Organization: __________________________________________________
Email Address: ____________________________________________________________________
Phone: (Day) ______________ (Evening) ______________ Cell: ______________
Indicate if you would be interested in receiving Continuing Educational Units for this workshop: YES or NO

Please note that we will provide further information to interested participants before workshop
Registration Fees: $ 40.00/Day One Only ___ $ 40.00/Day Two Only ___ $ 60.00/Both Days ___
Student Registration: $ 20.00 /Day *Will need to send current year student photo ID with registration
Payment Method: Check ____ Money Order ____ 
Office Use Only: Received __/__/____ Check Number: _____________

Mail registration form and payment to: Fathers’ Voices, Po Box 1177, Durango, Colorado 81302

The high cost of home heating
fuels and utilities have caused
many Americans to search for
alternate sources of home heating.
The use of wood burning stoves is
growing and space heaters are
selling rapidly, or coming out of
storage. Fireplaces are burning
wood and man made logs. All
these methods of heating may be
acceptable. They are however, a
major contributing factor in resi-
dential fires.

Many of these fires can be pre-
vented. You can prevent the loss
of life and property resulting
from heating fires by being able
to identify potential hazards and
following these safety tips.

Wood Stoves
Wood stoves cause over 4,000

residential fires every year.
Carefully follow the manufactur-
er’s installation and maintenance
instructions. Look for solid con-
struction, such as plate steel or
cast iron metal. Check for cracks
and inspect legs, hinges and door
seals for smooth joints and seams.
Use only seasoned wood for fuel,
not green wood, artificial logs, or
trash. Inspect and clean your

pipes and chimneys annually and
check monthly for damage or
obstructions. Be sure to keep
combustible objects at least three
feet away from your wood stove.

Electric Space Heaters
Buy only heaters with the

Underwriter’s Laboratory (UL)
safety listing. Check to make
sure it has a thermostat control
mechanism, and will switch off
automatically if the heater falls
over. Heaters are not dryers or
tables, don’t dry clothes or store
objects on top of your heater.
Space heaters need space, keep
combustibles at least three feet
away from each heater. Always
unplug your electric space heater
when not in use.

Kerosene Heaters
Buy only UL-approved heaters

and check with your local fire
department on the legality of
kerosene heater use in your com-
munity. Never fill your heater
with gasoline or camp stove fuel,
both flare-up easily. Only use
crystal clear K-1 kerosene. Never
overfill any portable heater. Use
the kerosene heater in a well ven-
tilated room. 

Fireplaces
Fireplaces regularly build up

creosote in their chimneys. They
need to be cleaned out frequent-
ly and chimneys should be
inspected for obstructions and
cracks to prevent deadly chim-
ney and roof fires. Check to
make sure the damper is open
before starting any fire. Never
burn trash, paper or green wood
in your fireplace. These materi-
als cause heavy creosote buildup
and are difficult to control. Use a
screen heavy enough to stop
rolling logs and big enough to
cover the entire opening of the
fireplace to catch flying sparks.
Don’t wear loose-fitting clothes
near any open flame. Make sure
the fire is completely out before
leaving the house or going to
bed. Store cooled ashes in a
tightly sealed metal container
outside the home.

Finally, having a working
smoke alarm dramatically increas-
es your chances of surviving a fire.
And remember to practice a home
escape plan frequently. 

This message brought to you by
the Southern Ute Risk Management
Division.

Home Heating and Winter Safety

Elder’s Water Aerobics
SunUte Community Center

Every Wednesday 1:00 to 2:00pm
Wear your shorts and t-shirt and enjoy the fun!

Elder’s wanting to attend, call Sharon Wing Baker
Elders Specialist (970) 563-0154 ext. 2348

Media Release
SUCAP

Road Runner Transit, the
transit authority of the Southern
Ute Indian Tribe, in partnership
with Sky Ute Casino Resort
announces that public transit
service connecting Ignacio, CO
with Aztec NM will begin serv-
ice at 4:55 AM on Wednesday,
December 2, 2009. The service
will operate Wednesday
through Sunday, and offer
seven runs per day. (There will
be no service on Mondays or
Tuesdays.) 

The route will begin at Sky Ute

Casino Resort. The bus stop there
is by the statue of the buffalo. The
route goes south on Highway 172,
with bus stops at the Southern Ute
Growth Fund and Ignacio Library.
It then travels on La Plata County
Roads 318 and 310, then south on
US Highway 550, with stops at
Bondad and the State Line
Thriftway gas station. It continues
on Hwy 550 South to Aztec, driv-
ing through the Aztec Safeway to
the bus stop by the kiosk on N.
Main, just south of the Safeway.
(Park ‘n riders are asked not to
park in the Safeway lot.) The bus
returns by the same route. 

All stops along the way are
“sight stops”, if no riders request

the stop, or, if no one is standing
at the bus stop location, the bus
will not stop. Riders at stops
between the two end points are
asked to be at the stop a few min-
utes early to be sure of a pickup.
Riders may call dispatch at least
one hour before a scheduled
pickup time at a regular stop to
alert drivers of their need for a
ride” call (970) 563-4545. 

One-way fares are priced by
zone at $1 per zone. Aztec to
Ignacio, one way, crosses three
zones, the one-way fare is $3.
Riders may purchase a monthly
pass for $60 for unlimited rider-
ship. Punch passes good for 20
zones are available for $15.

Ignacio-Aztec Public Transit
Service Starts December 2nd

SunUte Recreation Presents:

Free Youth Ski Trips
Area youth ages 10 - 18, interested in skiing/snowboarding at Durango Mountain Resort.

December 5, 2009 • December 19, 2009 • January 10, 2010
Participating youths will be provided passes, lessons, and rentals (if needed). 

No lunch will be provided, please pack your own.
Register at SunUte Community Center, as trips will be limited to first 25 kids. 

For more information please contact recreation Staff at (970) 563-0214.
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Southwest Colorado
Community College and the
Southern Ute Tribe Education
Department are offering an
Office Professional Certificate
Program. It runs from January 11
through July 23, 2010.

This is a 23 College Credit cer-
tificate program. Students will
earn an Office Professional
Certificate. Courses consist of
Accounting, Business
Management, Business
Technologies, Computer
Application and English.

On December 14, 2009, there
will be an informational meeting
in the Vida Peabody Conference
Room, Sky Ute Casino Resort, at
5:30 pm. Dinner will be served,
please RSVP, no later than 5:00
pm on Friday, December 11,
2009. CALL TODAY FOR
MORE INFORMATION, Luana
Herrera, Adult Occupational
Training Coordinator (970) 563-
0237 ext. 2782.

JOM & Title VII
Johnson O’Malley (JOM) and

Title VII Committee meeting
Monday, December 7, 2009,
Southern Ute Education Center –
meeting starts at 5:30 p.m. All
JOM Families are welcomed and
encouraged to come.

The JOM and Title VII
Committees are looking for new
members to fill the two vacant
seats as soon as possible. If you are

interested in becoming a commit-
tee member you are welcome to
attend the meeting. In order to be
on the committee you must have
an eligible JOM student currently
attending the Ignacio and/or
Bayfield School District. Ellen S.
Baker works with the Johnson
O’Malley. If you would like to
enroll your student with JOM
please submit proof on enrollment
with a Federally Recognized Tribe
or Certificate(s) of Indian Blood
showing 1/4 Federally Recognized
Tribes. Note: one can have a com-
bination of various tribes as long as
the total amount is 1/4. For more
information call Ms. Baker at
(970) 563-0237.

Lisa Pratchett
Lead Education Counselor
Available to support Native stu-

dents and parents K-12 to achieve
academic and behavioral success
in their education. Provides edu-
cation counseling individual as
well as group, providing referrals
and advocacy. Approves home
school/on-line high schools for
Southern Ute students.

Patsy Hood
Intermediate Teach/Tutor

The after school program is
Math Club. Sessions begin after
school and ends at 4:45 pm.

• Math Club for 5th grade -
Mondays.

• Math Club for 6th grade -
Tuesdays.

• Math Club for 4th grade-
parents will receive a letter to
sign up in next 2 weeks.

Julie Stone
Jr. High School Teacher/Tutor
Tutoring Monday - Thursday

(7th & 8th) after school until 5
p.m. at the Education Center.

Barbara Cummins
High School/Tutor

Monday to Thursday 3:35 to
5:45 p.m. in Room 4, Ms.
Searle’s room. For appointments
call (970) 563-0235 ext. 2795.

GED Testing
The Southern Ute Tribe Adult

Education Department would like
to announce GED Test dates for
the next year. Registration forms
are available at The Pine River
Community Learning Center or
The Southern Ute Tribe
Department of Education on Burns
Ave. Registration is due by the
Tuesday before each test which is
on the first Friday of every month. 

The test dates are: Dec. 4,
Jan. 8, Feb. 5, March 5, April 2,
May 7, June 4, July 9. 

The Department of Education
is the official GED Testing
Center in Ignacio and students
are encouraged to attend Pine
River Community Learning
Center to prepare for the test.
Call Donna Broad at (970) 563-
0237 or (970) 749-1953 for more
information.

Education Update December 2009

SENIORS: (4.0) Alexandra Adams, Shane Brooks, Marie-Marie Girodon, Oakley Hayes, Anthony
Hutchinson, Kourtney Kroschel, Kayla Lewis, Michael McBeth, Hannah Minkler, Jared Ruybal, Eric
Salvo, Cassandra Sanchez, (3.7) Morgan Gantt, Anthony Porambo, Nubia Rangel, Ashley Self,
Christian Thompson, (3.5) Vernetta Carel, (3.4) Ashlee Albrecht, Josh Plehinger, Chance Wyatt, (3.3)
Trae Seibel, (3.2) Hardy Joy, Victoria Trujillo-Weaver.
JUNIORS: (4.0) Carly Bentley, Ryan Brooks, Corey Francis, Casey Haga, Tanner Harwood, Sara
Hutchinson, Michael Mestas, Ethan Pearson, Mariah Pena, Candace Wade, (3.9) Garret Becker, Shelby
Wiederin, (3.5) Bonnie Lucero, Katelyn Sivers, (3.4) Fantaysha Gallegos, (3.3) Ryan Hartbauer,
William Jacobsen.
SOPHOMORES: (4.0) Brittney Benavidez, Abeth Okall, Matthew Peterson, Shane Richmond,
Zachary White, Colton Wyatt, (3.9) Jeffrey Herrera, (3.7) Dusty Mangus, Brenden Ruybal, (3.6) Rylie
Jefferson, (3.5) Carly Barborinas, Shawnara Troup, (3.4) Alex Pena, Gabby Velasquez-Howe, Lacey
Wade, (3.3) Kelsey Frost, (3.2) Cuauhtemoc Diaz-Torres, Carley Hutchinson.
FRESHMEN: (4.0) Lindsey Hutchinson, (3.9) Alexxandria Troup, (3.8) Taylor Smith, Breana
Talamante-Benavidez, (3.5) Mariah Vigil, (3.3) Josiah Goodson, William Taylor, (3.2) Mary Adams.

Elementary Cultural Awareness

Southern Ute heritage dancers performed Nov. 20 for children at Ignacio Elementary
School. The presentation, sponsored by Eddie Jr. and Betty Box, was meant to introduce
students to Southern Ute culture. The students then participated in a round dance. At bot-
tom, Beulah Kent holds her granddaughter, Kaya Bison.

Grandparents Day at Head Start

Students of Southern Ute Montessori Head Start sang a song for visiting grandparents
during a luncheon at the school Nov. 18, 2009. At bottom, Southern Ute Tribal Elder,
Phoebe Kent enjoys a visit with her nephew, Nathaniel Hendren.
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Senior Center Visit
Library staff will be at the Senior
Center at lunch time on Tuesday,
December 8, 2009. Stop by, get a
library card, check out a book,
audio book or movie, pickup a
magazine or pocket book. 

From Library Board
The next regular meeting of the
Ignacio Community Library
District Board of Trustees will be
Wednesday, Dec. 9, 2009 at  5:00
pm. The public is welcome and
encouraged to attend.   

Ignacio Community
Historical Society

Will be hosting a “Lunch &
Listen” event at 11:30 am on Thur.,
December 10, 2009 in the Butch
McClanahan Room. Lunch will be
served. Come eat and share your
memories of Ignacio and sur-
rounding area. Bring old pictures if
you have them. 

2nd Annual Cookie
Exchange

We enjoyed this so much last year
that we are making this an annual
event around the holidays. Make
your favorite batch of cookies and
bring them and the recipe to the
library to the cookie exchange on
Dec. 11, 1pm to 3pm. 

Art Exhibit Request
Calling local artists to exhibit art-
work at the Library. This exhibit
will be on display from Jan. -
March 2010. Come by the library
to pick up an Art Exhibit Request
form or download it from our
website. All forms must be
turned in by Friday, December
18, 2009. Artists of all ages and
levels are welcome to participate.

Upcoming Events 
Dec. 9, 3:30 pm: 

Book & Movie Scavenger Hunt
Dec. 16, 3:30 pm: 

Make & Bake cookies
Dec. 21, 2 pm: Wii Tournament
Dec. 22, 3 pm: Holiday Crafts

Dec. 23, 2 pm: Holiday Crafts &
Candy Making Party

Kids Zone

Preschool Story Time
Every Wed., 10:00 am

Come enjoy the fun of the litera-
cy-enhanced story time.

Kids Graham Cracker House
Making

Thur., Dec. 17, 3:30 pm

Holiday Decoration Making
Dec, 23 10 am

Enjoy a holiday story and crafts.

Family Movie
Monday,  Dec. 28, 2 pm

Showing in the Community
Room. Also it is National Card
Playing Day. We will have cards
out for the family to play.

Family Lego Night
Tue. Dec. 29, 3 pm - 6:30pm 

Board Game Day
Wednesday Dec, 30 2009 

Board games all day! Chance to
win “Where the Wild Things
Are” book. 

From The Librarian
We want to highlight some of the
stories we have received in our
“This Is Where I Live” series. This
month’s story is by Pearl Casias.
Write or email your stories to: 
(generaldelivery@ignaciolibrary.o
rg) or drop them off at the
Circulation Desk.

Library Closures
Thur., Dec. 24, Close at 1 pm:

Christmas Eve
Fri. and Sat., Dec. 25-26, 2009:

Closed - Christmas Holiday
Thur., Dec. 31: Close at 1 pm:

New Year’s Eve.
Sat., Jan. 2, 2010: 

Open on our regular schedule.
Check website for details.

Ignacio High School’s • 1st Quarter Honor Roll

Ignacio Community Library Updates

Johnson O’Malley (JOM) & Title VII Committee Meeting

Monday, December 7, 2009
Southern Ute Education Center – Meeting starts at 5:30 p.m. 

The JOM and Title VII Committees are looking for new members to fill the three vacant seats as soon
as possible. If you are interested in becoming a committee member you are welcome to attend the meet-
ing. The criteria to become a committee member are you must have a student currently attending the
Ignacio and/or Bayfield School District. Your student must be Native American and eligible for the
program – (enrolled with there own Tribe and/or 1/4 or more degree Indian Blood and recognized by
the Secretary as being eligible for Bureau services).
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by Joel Priest 
Special to the Drum

After falling in districts, the
’Cats were left on the outside
looking in.

But junior Rose Mirabal’s
development on the outside, hit-
ting in, gave Ignacio a represen-
tative on the 2009 All-San Juan
Basin League volleyball roster.
The announcement came just
after the Drum’s previous print
deadline, and after the SJBL’s
final hopes—existing only in
Class 2A—were eliminated in
the Great Eight inside the Denver
Coliseum.

Junior Santana Rodriguez, who
took over prime libero duties
from Katelyn Sivers for the latter
half of the season, was selected
Honorable Mention All-SJBL.
She joined Norwood sophomore
Katelyn Hardman, Ridgway sen-
ior Richelle Walker, Telluride
sophomore Emy Ludwig, Nucla
senior Amanda Church, and
Dolores junior Cortney Brunner.

Having recently played for
Class 2A’s Red team inside
Arvada West HS at the Colorado
Coaches of Girls’ Sports All-
State match (Nov. 22), Mancos
senior setter Jesse Paquin earned
SJBL Player of the Year. Senior
teammate Tatum Martinez and
DHS senior Tess Wallace also
joined Paquin on her side—
coached by MHS’ Ramona
Shepherd—at the CCGS event
and were also clear All-SJBL
picks.

Lady Jay sophomore outside
hitter Aimee Johnson and Lady
Bear junior middle Cheyenne
McCoy were the other All-
League honorees from the

squads. Both
teams survived
to the final day
of the season
up in Denver,
meaning that
IHS will battle
two of the clas-
s i f i c a t i o n ’ s
reigning top
e i g h t — s i x
times in all!—
when the 2010
campaign com-
mences.

Dove Creek’s
season ended in
1A—Region A
action at
Gunnison HS,
just short of
also making the
Great Eight, but
the Lady
Bulldogs still
had All-SJBL
presence in
seniors Kayla
Pribble (mid-
dle, CCGS
pick, 1A Blue) and Sonja Strong
(OH). Senior Brittney Barks and
sophomore Lindsey Stindt repre-
sented Norwood’s Lady
Mavericks, who succumbed ear-
lier to DCHS in 1A—District 1
play at Grand Valley HS.

Nucla soph OH Taylor Zunich,
who also somehow performed
cheerleading duties (with assis-
tant v-ball coach Gaye Lynn
Zunich overseeing things) for the
Lady Mustangs, and THS senior
Allisyn Stanfield rounded out the
All-League selections.

Ignacio (4-17 overall) and
Telluride both had their seasons
end in 2A—Dist. 3 play, while
both NHS’s, Ridgway, and Ouray

were all stopped in the 1A—Dist.
1 tournament up in Parachute.
DCHS went 1-2 at regionals, but
was beaten by North Park
[Walden] and Mountain Valley
[Saguache], who both advanced
to the Coliseum stage. Mancos
and Dolores each went 0-3 in
matches that final weekend.

Winning their 12th state title,
the second in head coach Sandy
Moss’s four years, Fowler (30-1)
defeated Resurrection Christian
[Loveland] in the 2A grand
finale. And in a clash of north-
easterlies, Otis (31-0) halted
Fleming’s bid to three-peat in 1A
by defeating the Wildcats for a
third time this season.

by Joel Priest 
Special to the Drum

Leading the conference once
more, Ignacio dominated the
2009 All-Southern Peaks foot-
ball teams when the First,
Second, and Honorable Mention
rosters were recently released.

With six First Team picks, IHS
edged Dolores and Sargent, who
each had five honored. And the
Bobcats’ honored half-dozen
were about as clear-cut as choic-
es could be:

QB/S Shane Brooks, OL/DE
Chance Wyatt, WR/CB Oakley
Hayes, WR/CB Josh Plehinger,
LB/RB/K Pedro Vigil, and
OL/DE Alex Herrera. Brooks and
Wyatt were also voted as the SPC
Offensive and Defensive Players
of the Year, respectively, but only
Vigil will return next season.

“This is a quality group of
players that we will definitely
miss,” head coach Lupe Huerta
said in his comments following
Ignacio’s first-round Class 1A
playoff loss to Meeker. “I believe
these seniors laid a pretty strong
foundation for the returning and
future Bobcats.”

Wyatt, expected to be a prime
contender for a state wrestling
finals appearance this season,
also scored a second post-foot-
ball honor. He was nominated by
the SoPeaks’ coaches to repre-
sent the loop in next summer’s
All-State Game, slated for June
12, 2010 in Greeley—according
to the Colorado High School
Coaches Association website
(chsaa.org has nothing posted as
of yet). CHSCA’s official selec-
tion takes place Sunday.

All three of Ignacio’s Second

Team All-SPC
recipients can
return next sea-
son, and all will
fill critical roles:
junior OL/DL
Ryan Brooks,
junior LB Ethan
Pearson, and
s o p h o m o r e
OL/DL Colton
Wyatt. And
making the
most out of his
only year in
Bobcat black-
and-red, senior
T o n y
H u t c h i n s o n
transferred in
and made his
mark primarily
on defense at
safety, with reps
as Brooks’
backup hard to
come by.

The remain-
ing First Team
honorees were:
Dolores—sen-
iors Pasha
Hover and
Austin Knuppel, juniors Ryan
Greene and Dustin Goodall,
sophomore Wyatt Wallace,
Sargent—seniors Morgan Biel,
Brandon Paulson and Luis
Palacios, juniors Marcos Diaz
and Erik Schnaderbeck, fresh-
man Colton Cooley, Del Norte—
seniors Jake Butler and Chris
Archuleta, junior Nick Trujillo,
Center—junior Justin Gonzales,
sophomore Juan Mariscal.

The following earned Second
Team status: CHS—senior David
Paez, junior Anthony Garcia,
DNHS—senior Kyle Garcia, jun-

ior Larry Ferreri, freshman Colin
Trujillo, DHS—senior Josh
Everin, junior Jake Ragland.

These players were voted
Honorable Mention: DHS—sen-
ior Sean McCoy, junior Austin
McCracken, SHS—freshman
Cole VanTreese, CHS—junior
Marco Rivera.

And though the Vikings went
winless in ’09, Center’s Andy
Hawkins was tabbed the SPC
Coach of the Year—if nothing
else for just keeping his oft-
undermanned squad together and
playing.

by Joel Priest 
Special to the Drum

Simple enough—they’ll pick
up where they left off.

But as the Ignacio wrestlers
know, the difference between
first and sixth may be just a cou-
ple inches on paper, but may as
well be miles on the mat. And so
the Bobcats’ quest to be the best
resumes, with IHS holding down
the #6 spot in On The Mat’s pre-
season poll for Class 2A teams.

In reverse order, from fifth to
first are Rocky Ford, defending
champs Paonia, Burlington,
Holyoke and Wiggins. WHS, last
season’s runners-up inside Pepsi
Center (where IHS finished
sixth), feature senior heavy-
weight Kyle Pollock, one of 12
finalists—out of over 50,000
applicants!—for the national
high school Heisman Trophy to
be awarded during Heisman
Weekend, Dec. 11-13 in New
York City.

In addition to the team billing,
OTM’s preseason individual
rankings were also released dur-
ing Thanksgiving week, with
several Bobcats included in the
top four of their weights.

S o p h o m o r e
Alex Pena, the
reigning 112-
pound champ,
went into battle
this week as the
#1 at 119
pounds.

Junior Casey
Haga began
ranked fourth at
135, senior Josh
Plehinger the
#2 at 140, and
senior Chance
Wyatt opened
as the #3 at 215
pounds. Ignacio
hosted 3A
Pagosa Springs
in non-league
dual action
tonight, dualed
at 5A Durango
last night, and
will head to the
B a y f i e l d
W o l v e r i n e
Classic tomor-
row (9 a.m.
s c h e d u l e d
start). All results were finalized
after the Drum went to print.

The Bobcats’ next action
before the Christmas break will

come at the Dec. 11-12
Bloomfield [N.M.] Invitational,
and at the John Mall Invitational
in Walsenburg on Dec. 19.

Volleycat Blooms Into All-Leaguer

Prep Grapplers Start Sixth In Poll

Attendance Alarming At Girls’
Basketball Practices

No Shock: All-SPC Packed With ’Cats

Ignacio senior Chance Wyatt ponders his
next move to rush the enemy’s quarterback ear-
lier this season. Having also served as a part-
time fullback on offense, Wyatt did the most
damage from his defensive end position, and
was named the SPC’s Defensive Player of the
Year for 2009.

Bobcat junior Casey Haga took fifth at 125
pounds at last season’s Class 2A State
Championships (pictured), but will return for
his third high school season determined to
improve.
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by Joel Priest 
Special to the Drum

It really wouldn’t have mat-
tered where the sisterly trio was
on Monday.

Things wouldn’t have been any
easier, or required any less hustle
and muscle. 

Their former school, Pleasant
Hope (Missouri), officially
tipped off its season against the
MSHSAA’s reigning third-place

Class 3 squad—Fair Grove, who
went 29-3 in ’08-09.

Their current school still has
time before its varsity com-
mences play—against a difficult
side that swept all three meetings
last season—but the waste of
available preparation time was
addressed. With running. Lots of
it. And for good reason.

“We’ve put ourselves behind the
eight-ball,” second-year head
coach Brice Searles said via phone
earlier in the day. Regretfully, that

ball is almost
eight times eight
in size. For since
official practices
began Nov. 12, a
total of 63 play-
er-practices had
been missed.
Making things
worse, class-
room grades
have made sim-
ple eligibility a
serious prob-
lem—one that
could jeopardize
the existence of
a JV team for
the 2009-10
campaign, and
thus bring about
cuts after com-
petition for var-
sity spots.

Wearing his
love for the
game on his
sleeve before
beginning drills,
Searles held
back nothing in

voicing his concern and hoops phi-
losophy, but also recognized eight
players for their commitment so far
this preseason. Three were
Hutchinsons—junior Sara, sopho-
more Carley, and freshman
Lindsey.

“Coming to practice consis-
tently,” Sara explained, “we’ve
got greater bonds with our team-
mates, and gotten to know those
that show up a lot better.”

“They welcomed us pretty
good,” said Lindsey, sporting a
shirt saluting a previous 27-0 sea-
son at PHMS. “At first it was a lit-
tle awkward because we didn’t
know anybody, but they accepted
us and we came out for the team.”

“We’ve gotten in better shape...
but... without these practices
we’re not going to get consistent
or achieve anything,” Sara sum-
marized, sounding much like her
coach.

“Your attitude determines your
altitude,” Searles had said previ-
ously, stressing that with roster
spots teetering on scarcity, only
can-do ’tudes need apply to fly.

Freshman Pam Cotton’s admit-
ted approach is much of what the
boss has in mind. 

“Work harder than what I’ve
been doing, try my best, and keep
my grades up!”

Coming off a 3-16 season (3-13
San Juan Basin League), the Lady
’Cats are slated to open Dec. 15 by
hosting Dolores, who fell one win
shy of reaching Class 2A’s Great
Eight in Pueblo back in March. As
for the JV attending DHS’ tourna-
ment on Dec. 11-12, well... keep
your fingers crossed, fans.
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Ignacio head coach Brice Searles drives home a point during Monday night’s practice in IHS
Gymnasium, as the Lady Bobcats absorb the verbiage.

Freshman Michelle Simmons calls out for a
wing to whom she can pass during the “Kansas
City” drill Monday night during practice in IHS
Gymnasium. Trailing her in line are senior Kristie
Ribera and freshman Lindsey Hutchinson.
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IHS junior Rose Mirabal comes up with a dig
earlier this season at Ouray. She was named
All-San Juan Basin League for her work on the
volleyball court in 2009.

2009 Youth Basketball
Registration begins December 1, 2009, ends January 6, 2010. 

Program is for BOYS & GIRLS ages 5 to 12.
Practice begins week of January 11, 2009. Games begin Saturday, January 30. 2010.

The fee for the league is $30/player. 
Fee includes 3 months of basketball, a jersey, and a participation award.

Scholarships are available based upon need.
Information please contact Damon White Thunder at (970) 563-0214, Ext. 2652
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Jr. Miss Southern Ute

Mi’que Nu-wa-wok,
Hello Everyone,
My name is A-mya Bison,

“White Butterfly Woman”, the
current Jr. Miss Southern Ute
2009-2010. I am 12 yrs old and
attend the Ignacio Jr. High
School. My parents are Alberta
Bison and the late Arthur
Anderson, Jr. My grandparents
are Beulah Kent and the late
Ronald Bison. My Great-grand-
parents are Essie Kent and the
late Bonny Kent. My family lives
here on the Southern Ute
Reservation in Ignacio, CO.

I was crowned during our
Southern Ute Tribal Fair on
September 11, 2009. I was really
happy I could hardly speak. I real-
ly liked the carnival and the fire-
works display. The newly crowed
Southern Ute Royalty also helped
serve the delicious royalty dinner
on Saturday night. Since, I’ve
been crowned Jr. Miss Southern
Ute 2009-2010, I have attended
several activities and pow wows. I
traveled to the Council Tree Pow
Wow in Delta, Colorado on
September 18-19, 2010. The three
sister tribe’s royalties were invited
to take pictures at the Council
Tree with the Elder’s and Byron
Red. I would also like to thank
Byron Red for that lifetime oppor-
tunity. Another lifetime moment, I
will never forget is traveling to the
Smoking River Pow Wow in
Meeker, Colorado on September
25-26, 2009. I had the honor of
staying in a Historical Hotel,
where President Theodore
Roosevelt once stayed in The
Meeker Hotel.

On October 1, 2009 the
Southern Ute Royalty was asked
by Larry Tucker to be at the
Tamarron Resort along with
other dancers to dance for the
Growth Fund. Alden Naranjo
spoke on behalf of the group and
explained the different style of
dancing. Next, I traveled to

Colorado Springs, Colorado, on
October 10, 2009. I was asked by
Mikki Roubideaux to attend the
“First Nations Day Celebrations”
at the Garden of the Gods.
Alexandria Roubideaux, Little
Miss Southern Ute, and I made
the news that evening. Then on
October 20, 2009. The Mayor of
Durango read the Proclamation
of Indian Heritage Month to both
the Southern Ute Tribe and Ute
Mountain Ute Tribe. The Royalty
had the honors to be with a few
of the Southern Ute Tribal
Council and Ute Mountain Ute
Tribal Council and Royalty. Then
the Southern Ute Royalty was
asked by the Shining Mountain
Committee to help out the tiny
tots contest during the 5th
Annual “49” Pow Wow on
October 24, 2009. There were a
lot of cool costumes and I really
had a lot of fun. Then on October
31, 2009, the Southern Ute
Royalty had a booth at the
Halloween carnival in the recre-
ation center. Our booth was
called the Royal Pond where the
kids fished for a bag of treats. 

On November 3, 2009, the
Southern Ute Royalty was asked
to help out with the Tribal
Housing Open House. We helped
hand out a few items and with the
raffle. I want to thank Mel Baker
for inviting the Southern Ute
Royalty and for the good home
cooked meal. The next day,
November 4, 2009, Wes Studi, a
Native American Actor was
showing live at Fort Lewis
College in Durango, Colorado.
The Southern Ute Royalty polite-
ly greeted the public and was
able to take a picture with Wes
Studi. The Veteran’s Pow Wow
was on November 7, 2009. I
helped along with the other hand
out water to the drum groups and
give coffee to the elders. That
was a special day for me as well,
because my brothers were initiat-
ed into the Four Corner’s Gourd
Dance Society. Then on
November 10, 2009, the
Southern Ute Royalty attended
flag ceremonies at the Ignacio
High School along with the
Southern Ute Veterans.
Following the Flag ceremony,
that same morning the Southern
Ute Royalty greeted the Tribal
Council with our New Miss
Southern Ute 2009-2010,
Samantha Maez. On November
12, 2009, we were asked by Amy
Barry to help give a tour, greet
the DelAlma gifted and talented
students, and the Native

American Youth Group students
from Durango, Colorado. I also
spoke to the group how to
become royalty and explained
my regalia to them. On
November 14, 2009, I attended
the Southern Ute Annual
Thanksgiving Dinner. We did the
Lord’s Prayer in sign language
and helped out with the raffle
tickets. Then November 20, 2009
we were asked to be at the
Ignacio Public Schools for
Native American Heritage
Month and I danced along with
the other dancers. At the end of
the month on November 26-28,
2009, I attended the Northern
Ute Thanksgiving Pow Wow to
Fort Duchesne, Utah. I really had
a lot of fun there. I would like to
take this time to thank the Tribal
Membership for your support
and I will represent the tribe and
best I can. 

Until our pathways meet again.

Tog’iak,
Thank You,

Jr. Miss Southern Ute 2009-2010
A-mya Dee Bison

Jr. Miss Southern Ute,
1st Alternate

Miku, Hello, my name is
Autumn Rose Medicine Blanket. 

I am the current Jr. Miss
Southern Ute Alternate 2009-
2010. I am 13 years old and in
7th grade at the Ignacio Junior
High School. I like to be involved
in sports such as basketball and
volleyball. I attend clubs such as
Trio, Spanish Club and am on the
Student Council. I like to read
books, and write short stories 

Since, I have held the honor of
getting this title so far I attended
the Southern Ute Fair. I got
crowned on the first night. I
made friends and met some of
my relatives. The week after that
I went to Delta and took pictures
with all the royalty. On October
8th, I went to Tamarron to per-

form for the hotel and club. On
October 16th, the mayor of
Durango read a proclamation for
November of Native American
Month. For the 49 PowWow,
Southern Ute Royalty lead tiny
tots and gave them goodie bags.
On Halloween, we set up a stand
called Royal Pond and gave kids
goodie bags. On November 3rd,
we went to open house for the
new housing department.
November 7th was the day we
crowned Miss Southern Ute dur-
ing a special pageant. For the
Veteran’s PowWow we helped
elders get water and coffee.
November 10th, we met with
council and introduced ourselves
to them. November 11th, we got
to walk in the Veteran’s Parade.
We helped lead the tour for the
DelAlma and Native American
group of Durango on November
12th. Southern Ute Thanksgiving
dinner on November 14th, we
helped pull raffle tickets and
handed out fruit baskets. We also
performed the Lord’s Prayer and
greeted our tribal membership.
On November 20th, we per-
formed for the schools and intro-
duced ourselves then we went to
Fort Duchesne, Utah for the
Thanksgiving PowWow.

That is all I have attended since
I have been crowned. I would
like to thank you all for your sup-
port. May the Creator watch over
you and your families this new
coming year. 

Thank You
Autumn Medicine Blanket

Jr. Miss Southern Ute
1st Alternate 

2009-2010

Little Miss 
Southern Ute

Hello, my fellow tribal mem-
bers! My name is Alexandria
Roubideaux, I am 6 years old and
attend St. Columba Catholic
School in Durango, Colorado.
My Indian Name is “Autumn
Moon” given by my late great-
aunt Dorothy Naranjo. I am
Southern Ute and Kiowa, the
daughter of Michael and Mikki
Roubideaux of Bayfield. 

I have been very busy repre-
senting our tribe at the following
functions since I was crowned at
our Annual Southern Ute Fair
and rode my uncle Clements
horse in the parade. The next
weekend I went to Delta for the
Annual Delta Pow-Wow, this is
always a fun pow-wow as we as
Ute people go back to our home-
land. The last weekend I attended
the Annual Smoking River Pow-
Wow in Meeker, Colorado anoth-
er historic place of our ancestor’s
homeland. I entered the Jr. Girls
Traditional Contest and placed
2nd .

The month of October was
very busy too. Again, I rode my
Uncle Clements horse in the
Annual Cowboy Gathering
Parade in Durango. The follow-
ing weekend my family and I
traveled to Colorado Springs to
perform at Garden of Gods for
the 1st Ute Nations Day activi-
ties. I always enjoy going here
every year to show my dance
steps to visitors of the area as
well as see my relatives from
Denver. On October 20th I
attended the Native American
Month Proclamation with our
Tribal Chairman, Tribal Council
Members, and the City Council
as well as our sister tribe the Ute
Mountain Tribal Chairman,

Ernest House, Council Members,
and Royalty were there as well.
The city proclaimed the month of
November as Native American
Month. I attended the Annual
“49” Pow-Wow at the Sun Ute
Center for the Shining Mountain
Diabetes program, this was a fun
pow-wow as well.

The month of November start-
ed out busy again as I attended
the Annual Southern Ute
Veterans Pow-Wow at our lovely
Sky Ute Events Center. On my
birthday I went to see Wes Studi
at Fort Lewis College and he
signed an autograph for me! I
walked in the Veteran’s parade
along with our other Royalty in
Durango to honor veterans on
Veterans Day. I met students
from the DelAlma and the Native
American Club from Durango
High School. I did the “Lords
Prayer” along with our other
Royalty at the Annual
Thanksgiving Dinner as well as
help with the raffle of items. I
helped the Tribal Information
Services perform at the Ignacio
High and Elementary Schools in
celebration of Native American
Month. I have just returned back
from Fort Duschene, Utah as
some of my family ate
Thanksgiving Dinner with our
relatives, this was a day of eating
that I will not forget. I attended
the Annual Thanksgiving Pow-
Wow at the gym. I am know
planning on what I will be doing
for the month of December. I
hope each and everyone of you
had a Happy Thanksgiving and
Merry Christmas and Happy
New Year! Until I write my next
quarterly report may the Lord
Bless each and everyone of you! 

Alexandria Roubideaux
Little Miss Southern Ute

2009-2010

Little Miss Southern
Ute, 1st Alternate

Mi’que, nuh-nunei nia Saaw
Hsiavi Wi’i.

Hello my name is D’Vondra-
Colleen Garcia, I am 5 years old,
going. I am Little Miss Southern
Ute 1st alternate 2009-2010. I am
the great great grand daughter of
Max and Ellen House Watts. My
maternal grandparents are Debra
Watts and the late William
Richards Sr. My paternal grand-
parents are Janice, Marry, and the
late Joseph Garcia from Durango,
Colorado. My parents are Lorena
Richards and Jamie Garcia. I have
two brothers Joseph he is 6 years
old and Marquise he is 2 years
old. My brothers and I attend
school at the Southern Ute
Academy. I like spending time
with my grandma Debra Watts.
We do lots of fun stuff together.
My favorite color is Blue and I
like to eat mashed potatoes and
corn. My goal is to represent the
Southern Ute Tribe as Little Miss
Southern Ute 1st alternate all
across Indian Country.

I started my year off attending
the Council Tree PowWow in
Delta, Co on September 18, 2009.
There I met a lot of other royalty
and we took pictures together
under the Council Tree. Also in
September I went to Tamarron
and performed for a Southern Ute
Growth fund event. On October
20th I attended the Proclamation
for Native American Heritage
month where I met the Town of
Durango’s Mayor. After that I
attended the 4th annual 49
PowWow. There I greeted people

and helped-out with the tiny tots.
My favorite part was when Julia
and Henry gave me a thank you
card and a necklace. Andrew
Frost gave me some goodies that
evening, I like them a lot.
Rapping-up the month of October
was the Halloween Carnival. We
had a Royal Fishing Pond where
we let kids fish and they won bags
of treats.

November was very busy for
all of us. On November 3, 2009 I
greeted people at the Tribal
Housing Grand Opening. I hand-
ed out pens and window scrapers
and helped Mel take cake out to
our elders. On November 4, 2009
I went to the Fort Lewis College
and met Wes Studi, he was very
funny! There we also greeted
people as they walked in and out.
People stopped to take my pic-
ture and told me how pretty I
looked. Then, I attended the
Southern Ute Veterans PowWow
held on November 7, 2009. I
helped the older Royalty girls
pass out coffee and water to the
elders and shook hands with
many people. On November 8,
2009 we took pictures for our
Christmas cards it was very cold
and the wind was blowing very
hard. November 10, 2009 I
attended the Veterans Flag rais-
ing ceremony at the Ignacio High
School. I then went with the
other royalty girls and we intro-
duced ourselves to Tribal
Council. After a busy morning I
went home with my grandma.
There, we made fry bread for my
school class room, in honor of
“Native American Heritage
Month.” I enjoy making fry bread
for my class this is something
that my grandma and I do every
year, Thank You Grandma!!! On
the 12th I helped with and greet-
ed students from DelAlma and
the Native American clubs from
Durango Schools. They came to
visit our Tribal campus for
Native American Heritage
Month. That was a very good
outcome I got to see some famil-
iar faces. We gave them a bag
with the Southern Ute Tribal
Seal, which they liked. The sec-
ond week of November all of us
royalty girls practiced the lords
prayer every evening. We were
getting ready for our Annual
Southern Ute Tribal
Thanksgiving Dinner. For our
Annual Thanksgiving Dinner at
the Sky Ute and Resort, I met an
elderly woman from White
Mesa. We exchanged informa-
tion so we may keep in touch
with one another. I helped the
other royalty girls with the raffle
that day. I kept busy and the time
went by so fast for me “cause I’m
just 5 years old!” In the morning
of November 20, 2009 I support-
ed our educational presentation,
at Ignacio High School, for the
junior high and high school stu-
dents. Then in the afternoon, we
went to the Ignacio Elementary
School, the Intermediate students
where there, too. I was so glad to
see kids my age, usually when I
go places I see more adults. And
this pass weekend I went to the
Fort Duchesne Thanksgiving
PowWow. It was a lot of fun for
my family and I.

As for December I plan on par-
ticipating in Ignacio’s Taste of
Christmas December 4th.
December 13th I will be in
Bayfield’s Christmas parade.
December 17th I will be attending
the Southern Ute Academy
Christmas program. That follow-
ing weekend I will be helping out
with the Southern Ute Christmas
Program on December 19th. I plan
on spending the Holidays with
both my families here in Ignacio
and Durango. I am going to con-
tinue and represent the Southern
Ute Tribe the best that I can. 

Merry Christmas and Happy
New Years from my family to
yours, Togiak!

D’Vondra-Colleen Garcia
Little Miss Southern Ute

1st Alternate
2009-2010

Southern Ute Royalty Quarterly Reports

Pastor Kelly Winlock and the Maranatha Baptist Church invite you to a

Revival!
Maranatha Baptist Church

325 Goddard Avenue
December 7 - December 11, 2009

6:30 PM

Speaker: Shaun Whitey
Pastor at First Indian Baptist Church, Phoenix, AZ

Special Christmas Cantata
Presents at Friday’s Service

“Hope Has Hands”
(Arranged by Russell Mauldin)

Sung by the First Indian Baptist Church Choir

Join Us!
Fellowship Coffee following Monday - Thursday’s Service

Refreshments following Friday’s Service

Call (970) 563-9346 for more information
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by Don Oliver
Special to the Drum

By the time you read this
column my two favorite holidays,
Halloween and Thanksgiving,
will have come and gone.
Thanksgiving used to be my
favorite. But since the world’s
greatest grandson was born on
Halloween—Thanksgiving has
slipped to second place.
Christmas, heretofore, was my
absolute least favorite holiday.
The only thing that made it bear-
able was my belief the day was
created so curmudgeons, moi,
would have a special holiday to
be curmudgeonly about.
However, with the birth of the
world’s greatest grandson,
Christmas is something to be
excited about, and I now have a
wish list.

I wish that every time the bob-
ble heads in Washington wasted
money on bridges to nowhere,
massive bailouts, and 2,000-page
health care reform bills, they
would have to give an equal
amount of money to the various
Departments of Wildlife,
National Parks, and National
Forests. The men and women
who work for those, and other
similar agencies, are some of the
hardest working and most dedi-
cated people you ever want to

meet. They work with outdated
everything and low pay while
providing fly-fishing opportuni-
ties for you and me. I’ve been
fortunate to have fly-fished in
other countries. And, no other
country comes close to having
the professionals we have in this
country helping to provide the
fly-fishing opportunities we
enjoy. Just imagine what those
agencies could do with a trillion
dollars, per year. 

I wish the manufacturers of
leader and tippet would find the
flaw in their process that pro-
duces leaders and tippets suscep-
tible to wind knots. Truly, how
can a fly-fisherman get wind
knots when there is no wind? I
am convinced the knots are the
result of defective products, not a
faulty casting stroke. 

I wish for the survival of the

small stockers placed in the
Animas River earlier this year,
and that they get really big over
the winter. I know it got old
catching dozens and dozens of
little bitty stupid trout. But, just
think what next year will be like
if the stockers survive, get big,
and develop an insatiable
appetite for big dry flies. This
has the possibility of turning our
great fly-fishing area into heaven
on hearth. 

I wish for continued good fly-
fishing for not only my new grand-
son, but any youngster wanting to
learn this great sport. Of course in
order for them to learn, the men
and women who fly-fish in this
area have to be willing to teach
them. So, I wish that all adults
with fly-fishing and teaching skills
step up and help out. 

To close, in these truly trou-
bling and challenging times I
want to repeat what I have said
before, and now more than ever
mean. “I wish everyone, Felize
Navidad, Happy Chanukah, a
good Eid al-Adha, and of course
Merry Christmas. If none of
these fits your beliefs then may
whatever it is that touches your
heart with hope be with you all
of 2010.”

I look forward to seeing each
and everyone of you on the river.
Thanks for having helped me to
have had a great 2009.

A Fisherman’s Wish List

Jerky Time!

12 year old Jack Frost III is all smiles as he poses with his 27-inch-wide, 4x4, Mule Deer
buck that he harvested on the east side of the Reservation. One shot from his .300 WSM at
150 yards dropped the buck where he stood! Congratulations from your family and friends
on a successful hunt! Now it’s jerky time!

I am Thankful for Family
Member in the Military

The thing that I am most thank-
ful for is my family members
who served in the military.  My
dad’s father was in the Army and
I am very proud of him because
he enlisted in the Army to protect
his country and his family.  I am
sure it was hard for him to leave
his home and family and go off to
a military camp for training.  He
was a brave man and he did good
things for his family and for his
country. I have another family
member who was in the Army, he
was grandma Shirley’s brother
and his name was William.  He
served in the worst war, Vietnam.
He survived the war and he came
back home.  The war changed
him and he began to have bad
nightmares about the terrible
sounds of the bombs and the
screams of his fallen comrades.
He still has these nightmares
even after all these years.  So at
this time of year, let us not forget
all the men and woman who
serve in the armed forces and
especially those who have given
up their lives for us so that we
can live in a FREE country.  My
family members who served in
the military definitely gave up a
part of their life so that our fami-
ly could have a better future and
I am thankful to them.

By Keifer Goodtracks-Alires

Thankful Essay
I am thankful for my friends,

teachers, and mother because they
help me if I need help. One reason
I am thankful for my friends is
because if I am having a bad day
my friends help me feel better.
They ask me if I am ok if I get
hurt on the playground and that is
why I am thankful for my friends.
Another thing I am thankful for
are my teachers, Ms. Shawna and
Ms. Ann. They help me get a
good education and encourage me
to work hard and to do my best.
They inspire me by teaching me
how to write a good paper. Most
importantly, is my mom because
she cares for me and LOVES me
like a friend and a teacher. My
mother is there for me all the time
and she is always nice to me.
Obviously, I am a lucky person
and thankful for my friends,
teachers, and mother.

By Adelle Hight

I Am Thankful at
Thanksgiving

I am thankful during the holi-
days and especially
Thanksgiving. At Thanksgiving,
before we eat turkey, we say a
prayer of thanks to my family
and mom.  I pray for my family
and mom to be healthy and
happy. My mom takes care of me
and helps me to get better when I
am sick. We stay home and

watch movies and sometimes we
play games. She also does spe-
cial stuff with me like taking me
swimming and helps me with my
homework. I appreciate the way
she helps me clean the kitchen
and my bedroom.  My mom takes
me to school every day and she
likes to read to me.  I am thank-
ful for my family but especially
my mom!

By Freedom Hunter

I’m Most Thankful for
My Grandpa

I am most thankful for my
Grandpa Kenny Frost because he
takes care of my brother and I.
When my brother and I are sick
he takes us to the doctor right
away and he gets us medicine.
He cooks for us so that we won’t
be hungry. I’m glad my Grandpa
Kenny and Grandma Kate talk
Ute to me because I learn more
Ute words. Like when I drink
coffee they call me nanapuchi
which means “old man”.  He also
takes us all over the country, one
time he took us to California and
we went to an amusement park
and zoo.  He buys us clothes,
games, movies, pets and other
stuff. He knows my favorite foot-
ball team is the Denver Broncos
and got me a jersey. He takes us
to the movie theaters and he lets
us watch whatever we want. Our
grandpa tells us to make good
decisions when we are not with
him especially when he lets us
sleep over at our friend’s house
or our friends sleep over at our
house. I am most thankful for my
Grandpa Kenny because he takes
care of my grandma, brother and
I and that is why I love him.

By Darien Neskahi

I’m Thankful for My Niece
I’m thankful for my niece,

Krystyn, who is a crazy, funny 3
years old. Some people call her
Krysy, or Goose, but I call her
Bug. When I look at her she looks
like a chubby, round ladybug. I
think she is funny when I see her
playing with her dolls. She likes
to pretend that her dolls are real
babies and she thinks they are
talking. I use to go over to my
brother’s house and play with my
niece but, they moved to Arizona.
I miss her so much I cried when
they left.  I visit her sometimes
and I hope she can come for
Thanksgiving. If she doesn’t
come it won’t matter because I
still love her. I’m certainly thank-
ful for my Bug, Krystyn, and love
her with all my heart.

By Jade Richards

I Am Thankful for My Parents
Rebecca and Keith are my

mom and dad who do good stuff
for me because they love me!
First of all, I am thankful for my
mom because she loves me and

when I’m sick she takes care of
me.  When I am sick she makes
me chicken noodle soup and hot,
sweet tea. Second of all, she
gives me a warm house to live in
and a comfy, soft bed to sleep in
at night.   She also gives me good
healthy food to eat. My favorite
is when she cooks me stew with
carrots, celery, and potatoes.
Furthermore, she helps me with
my homework and with my
spelling test.   My mom is always
nice to me and cares for me.  The
reasons I am thankful for my dad
is because he comes to school to
have lunch with me. I know he
cares for me because he gives me
a warm house to live in and when
I’m sick he gives me medicine to
feel better. These are the reasons
I know my dad loves me. I am
thankful they are my parents and
heroes and appreciate how they
spoil me with love.

By Shoshone Thompson

Friends to be Thankful For
As long as I have a friend like

Darien, who is there for me, I
will always be thankful for him.
He is a good person because he
makes me laugh and supports
me when we are learning in the
classroom or playing on the
playground. Last week, we were
playing football and I was sad
because people were yelling
then Darien made me laugh by
telling me a joke about Michael
Jackson. I laughed so hard
because it was funny and made
me feel good. Another way I’m
thankful for him is because in
the classroom he makes me
smarter every day like a teacher.
For example, Darien helps me
with my math and with my lap-
top if I need help. Truly, my
friend Darien is one-in-million
and I am thankful to have a
friend like him.

By Alana Watts

I am Thankful for My Pet
I am thankful for my dog, Ace,

because he always protects me.
Ace is a Pomeranian dog who
walks like a puppy.  I love that he
is black and furry with a twisted
tail. He is as tall as a computer
case. He has pointy ears and
brown and black eyes. He likes to
watch TV with me and I know he
wants to watch a show because
he scratches at the TV. When he
does something wrong and I have
to yell at him then he feels sad
and scared. Sometimes he pees in
the house and that’s when I have
to chase him out of the house. As
soon as he looks at me with his
adorable puppy eyes, I look at
him and I say, “I can’t stay mad
at you, I love you.” Then I hug
him and he tries to lick my face.
I am truly thankful for my dog
and he is my best friend.
By Seranden Kenny White Frost

SUIMA Students Give Thanks

by Marvin Pinnecoose
Special to the Drum

November 7, 2009 marks a
significant day for NIKE retail. It
spotlights the N7 line for the first
time in retail history. The Air
Native N7 is a shoe that NIKE
has created for the Native
American communities and
reservations across the country.
The highly successful program
strives to promote fitness and
health over the past couple of
years. For detailed information
on this, please refer to
http://www.letmeplayonnative-
lands.com or http:///www.face-
book.com/NikeN7 . 

Previously, the N7 was only
available to tribes directly
through the NIKE Native
American Business division.
This year the celebration and ini-
tiative reaches to each and every
customer through community
stores and factory outlets span-
ning coast to coast. Nike has cus-
tomized current lines to celebrate
the N7 program. This includes a
men’s Hyperdunk, a men’s and
women’s Pegasus, and for the
kids, SMS RT in youth and tod-
dler sizes. Visual presentations
and marketing materials were
provided to help accentuate the
impact and dedication of deliver-
ance to the customer.

Here in Las Vegas, We had
both our North Factory Store
(#119) and our South Factory
Store (#55) presenting the prod-
uct to the consumer. Both stores
also strive to go the extra mile
and sought to find a way to put an
exclamation mark on it. In this
venture, we proposed a double
front to provide entertainment
and Native American presence to
the launch.

At the south store, we created
an environment of Native
American dance as it pertains to

P o w - w o w
dancing. We
brought differ-
ent versions of
dance and
showcased a
live drum group
from Salt Lake
City whose
name is Cliff
E a g l e .
Throughout the
program we
talked about the
N7 initiative
and how it
helps direct
profits right
back to the
N a t i v e
American com-
munity. We
talked about
how pow-wow
is, to us, vital in
teaching the
spirit of competition, the
achievement of creativity and
craftsmanship, and training regi-
ment and discipline of an action
sport. We can never get “cut from
the team” and the limits of devel-
opment is only limited to our
dedication and determination of
physical ability. Even though it
seems to be a “Native Thing”, it
is in its fundamental form, a
sport and it was our honor to
demonstrate this to the customers
and employees of store #55. We
even got the audience involved
with some group participation
dances and everyone seemed to
have a great time.

The L.V. North Store featured
talent from our local Paiute and
Colorado Indian River Tribe in
the form of Bird Dancing. Many
tribes in the Nevada, Arizona,
and California area partake in
bird dancing as a social form of
dance that has been passed on for
generations. Regalia usually fol-
lows strict standards for partici-

pants of various Native American
dances from the way we braid
hair all the way to the hand made
moccasins. The North Store fol-
lowed Maxim 10: “We are on the
Offense. Always”. The bird
dance performers were fitted
with the N7 shoes and danced
their performance in them as a
conversation starter and a way to
“back our block”. There was an
actual Pow-wow later in the
evening in a nearby reservation
in which many Native Americans
were inquiring where they got
the shoes and more questions fol-
lowed that turned the perform-
ance participants into our own
field reps. Kudos to Lee Ann
Vilardo and her staff for thinking
outside the box.

On a personal level, this is a
perfect intersection of my per-
sonal life and my ongoing career
at NIKE. Pow-wow dancing and
Native American culture has
always been my foundation all
through life. I’ve worked for
NIKE for almost 13 years and to
have this opportunity to speak
directly to the consumer,
employee base, and my home
tribe about the N7 project has
been a wonderful experience.
Part of the N7 philosophy is to
respect the past 3 generations and
the future 3 generations (include
the current generation and you
get N7). Clearly the intentions of
this project have affected many
people and I look forward to the
positive impact it will have back
on my reservation, in the Native
American communities, and in
the spirit of NIKE diversity: Do
The Right Thing.

N7 Now Available Coast To Coast

photo courtesy/M. Pinnecoose

photo courtesy/M. Pinnecoose

photo courtesy/J. Frost, Jr.
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SSoouutthheerrnn UUttee IInnddiiaann TTrriibbaall MMeemmbbeerr 
IInntteerrnnsshhiipp OOppppoorrttuunniittyy -- RReessttaauurraanntt OOppeerraattiioonnss IInntteerrnn

““DDiiggss MMaarrkkeett CCaafféé””
Opportunity to join the experienced restaurant team at the recently opened Digs Market Café (opened in
April of 2009) in Three Springs. Todd and Kellie Stevens are the owners of Digs Market Café and are cur-
rently involved with three other restaurants (two in Pagosa Springs, Colorado and one in Houston, Texas).
Todd and Kellie have been in the restaurant business for over 20 years and have a wealth of knowledge and
experience in the restaurant/service industry. This opportunity will allow a tribal member to work and train
with Todd and Kellie and their experienced managers in all aspects of restaurant operations. 

Position Description: Digs Market Café in Three Springs, Durango is looking for a Southern Ute Tribal
Member to work as a restaurant operations trainee. Responsibilities will include work assignments in
and exposure to all aspects of the restaurant’s operation including: 

Bar Training (beer/wine knowledge), Basic Business (profit/loss analysis, revenue generation,
expense controls - exposure to QuickBooks accounting software), Bus Staff, Cashier, Host(ess),
Catering (sales, service), Cook/Line Cook, Marketing, Front of House (FOH) Management

(ordering, scheduling, bookkeeping), Prep Kitchen Management (ordering, scheduling), Server.

Goal: The goal of this internship is to provide a tribal member with a strong base of experience and
knowledge in restaurant management and operations. To Start Immediately. Initially the position will be
approximately a six month internship, although the term could be modified based upon the particular
interest of the intern. For example, if an in-depth understanding of kitchen operations is desired the term
would need to be longer – possibly twelve months. After the initial internship, long term employment
would be a possibility based upon the interest of the tribal member, their performance during the intern-
ship and the needs of the business. Digs Market Café is open for lunch and dinner Monday through
Friday and dinner on Saturday. Specific working hours will be negotiated and can be structured to meet
the particular needs of the tribal member. 40 hours per week or as agreed. $7.50 hour. Outstanding
“hands-on” training and experience.

Qualifications: 18 years of age or older, High School Diploma or GED (transcripts required), Previous
restaurant experience would be helpful – but not required. 

Additional Requirements: Acceptable attendance and performance are necessary for the internship to
continue. All interns will be managed in the same manner as other employees and will be subject to the
same rules and policies as other employees of Digs Market Café.

Essay: Please provide a minimum 400 word (approximately two page) essay along with your applica-
tion describing why you want to work in the restaurant/service industry.

How To Apply: Application available at Digs Market Café in Three Springs.

OWNER:
Southern Ute Cultural Center and Museum
P.O. Box 737
Ignacio, Colorado 81137
(970) 563-9583

The Southern Ute Cultural Center and Museum
requests single-source proposals for marketing,
advertising and Web site redesign for the new
52,000-square-foot facility scheduled for opening
in June 2011. 
Responses to this RFP will be received by the
Southern Ute Cultural Center and Museum located
at 14826 Highway 172 in Ignacio, Colorado 81137
until 3:30 PM MST, Monday, December 14, 2009.
Proposals received after that time will not be
accepted and will be returned unopened. For a copy
of the RFP, contact Marian Gilmore at (970) 563-

9583 or (mgilmore@southern-ute.nsn.us).
The Southern Ute Indian Tribe Tribal
Employment Rights Office (TERO) has estab-
lished a preference for contracting and subcon-
tracting to certified Indian Owned businesses. A
bid preference of 5% will be given to any qualified
Native American owned company. To receive this
preference, Native American owned companies
must be certified by the Southern Ute Indian
Tribe’s TERO. Any Native American owned busi-
ness not certified by the due date will not be given
a preference. For information on certification,
contact the TERO office at (970) 563-0117.
The Southern Ute Indian Tribe reserves the right
to reject any and all bids, to waive any informali-
ty in bids and to accept the bid deemed, in the
opinion of the Tribe, to be in the best interest of
the Southern Ute Indian Tribe. 

Request For Proposal
MARKETING, ADVERTISING & WEB REDESIGN SERVICES FOR

THE SOUTHERN UTE CULTURAL CENTER & MUSEUM

Sky Ute Sand & Gravel will be holding a silent auc-
tion for used pickups from our operations. All vehi-
cles will be sold in AS IS condition. Sealed bids
only will be accepted. Bid submittals will be
received no later than December 11, 2009 at 5:00
p.m. Bids will be opened and reviewed on
December 14, 2009. You may mail or drop by your
bid at the addresses furnished above. The pickups
will be on display at the Durango Mesa Yard and
available for viewing from December 1, 2009 8:00
am to 4:00 pm at 4101 CR 222, Durango, Colorado.
(Please check in with Mary Ellen at the main office
before viewing vehicles). All inquires are to be sent
to Mary Ellen Brown at P.O. Box 350, Ignacio, CO
81137 or in person at 4101 CR 222, Durango,
Colorado. If you have any questions please feel free
to give Mary Ellen a call at (970) 563-5714.

2 WHEEL DRIVE PICKUPS
Year Model Mileage Unit 
1995 Ford F250 150,000 4010
1993 Dodge D350 142,879 G22
2004 Chevy 1500 116,861 4114
2004 Chevy 1500 82,374 4113
2007 Chevy 1500 55,153 4072
2007 Chevy 1500 31,615 4071
2002 Chevy 1500 76,510 4070

4 WHEEL DRIVE PICKUPS 
Year Model Mileage Unit
2002 Chevy 1500 Ext 211,370 4080
2004 Chevy 1500 Crew 151,490 4110
1999 Chevy 2500 Ext 118,000 G18
1988 GMC 2500 Ext 117,912 G10

Sky Ute Sand & Gravel Truck Auction

Native American Mixed Trio’s
Bowling League

League begins December 6, 2009, 3:00 pm at the Rolling Thunder Lanes, Sky Ute Casino Resort,
Ignacio, Colorado. Members Must Provide Tribal ID/CIB and Current USBC membership to be eligi-
ble to participate. For information contact Rolling Thunder Lanes at (970) 563-1707 OR League
Secretary at (970) 769-7745.

Native American Bowling League Roster

TEAM NAME: __________________________________________________________________

NAME/E-MAIL ADDRESS USBC # TRIBE CENSUS/CIB# 
1. _____________________________________________________________________________
2. _____________________________________________________________________________
3. _____________________________________________________________________________
4. _____________________________________________________________________________
5. _____________________________________________________________________________

League will follow current 2009-2010 USBC Playing Rules: Weekly league fees are $45.00 per team.
League starts December 6, 2009 and will end May 16, 2010. There will be NO BOWLING on the following
dates: December 27, 2009, January 3, 2010, April 4, 2010, May 9, 2010. New members must register with
USBC and pay the $20.00 fee before allowed to participate. Line-ups must have 1 member of the opposite
gender. (2 male/1 female or 2 female/1 male). Teams are allowed to bowl with 2 members as long as they are
of opposite gender. Make-up games must be completed within 1 week. This will ensure proper scoring and
standings for the league. Team must inform league secretary when make-up games will be done to guarantee
lane availability with Rolling Thunder Lanes. All teams must have team shirts by January 10, 2010. 

Any questions regarding these rules contact League Secretary (970) 769-7745

Invitation To All Artists Residing In the Ignacio School District

All artists residing in the Ignacio School District are invited to attend an organizational meeting to form
a new artists group. The meeting will be held on December 9, 2009 at 5:30 p.m. in the Butch McClanahan
Meeting Room at the Ignacio Community Library. The group will promote opportunities for artists to:
network, connect, and exchange ideas. Everyone is welcome. For more information: call (970) 883-5440.
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Promotional Embroidery for Business - School
Team Sports - Clubs - Personal - Including Hats - Shirts

Jackets - Uniforms - Blankets - Bags - Accessories

Ignacio, Colorado - (970) 883-5346 (970)946-0164
action-logo.com

CCoommmmuunniittyy BBuussiinneessss SSeecctt iioonn

Chief Reservoir Engineer 
Closing Date 12/7/09 - Red Willow Production Co.
Houston, TX. To maintain complete reserve book-
ings for all activities, evaluate new acquisitions,
divestitures, and exploration projects prior to imple-
mentation, and review follow-up economics on exist-
ing projects. Coordinating volume forecasting and
fiscal year budgeting activities.

General Accountant
Closing Date 12/8/09 - Growth Fund Accounting
Providing general accounting support, including

reconciliation of selected General Ledger
accounts on a periodic basis, reconciling bank
statements, and, monitoring of daily cash balances
and provides administrative support to Growth
Fund Controller’s group as required.

Maintenance Tech I 
Closing Date 12/8/09 - Frontier Field Services
Maljamar, NM. Maintaining equipment at the gas
processing plant and field compressor stations safe-
ly and efficiently.

SSoouutthheerrnn UUttee GGrroowwtthh FFuunndd -- JJoobb AAnnnnoouunncceemmeennttss
Obtain complete job descriptions and applications from the Growth Fund Human Resources,

14933 Hwy. 172 • PO Box 367 • Ignacio, CO • (970) 563-5064 • rtaylor@sugf.com
Tribal Member Employment Preference, Must Pass Pre-employment Drug Test & Criminal History.

For Sale
‘91 Custom Harley Davidson

Softail. Asking $8,500.
(970) 759-6453

Harley Davidson Specialists

Machining, Dyno-Tuning,
V-Twin Performance Parts, Metric,

ATV, Personal Watercraft, 
Snow Accessories, Apparel,

Motorcycles for Sale

Proud Supporter of
Ignacio Bike Week ‘09

www.moonscustomcycles.com

755 Goddard Avenue
Downtown, Ignacio

(970) 563-3666

Case Worker II
Closes 12/8/09 - This is an advanced level position
that requires knowledge of the theories, principles,
and concepts of social casework practice (assess-
ment and treatment oriented) related to all of the
assigned program areas.  

Construction Crew Leader
Closes 12/4/09 - Supervises assigned construction
repairmen and provides repairs to eligible clients
homes.

Executive Assistant 
Closes 12/8/09 - Performs administrative support and
office management for the Department of Tribal
Services including budget preparation and monitor-
ing, report preparation, coordination and consolida-
tion, office records management, reception and cleri-
cal services to the Department Director, Division
Heads and Department staff and have knowledge of
service delivery protocol for each Division/Program.

Front Desk Attendant
Closes 12/8/09 - Assuring an efficient entry and exit
point for members of the Community Center, to
include providing reception duties to the public by
telephone and in person, greeting, screening and
assisting customers, monitoring member access
control, and maintaining class registration.

Group Exercise Instructor
Closes 12/8/09 - Provides group exercise instruction
and fitness activities to members of the Sun Ute
Community Center, in accordance with the guide-
lines established and approved by Fitness Director
and/or Community Center Director.

WSI Swimming Instructor
Closes 12/8/09 - Under supervision of Aquatics
Coordinator, instructs American Red Cross individ-
ual and group swimming lessons at the SunUte
aquatics facility. Responsible for preparation of
class, instruction of individuals, break down of
equipment, and all documentation associated with
SunUte individual swimming lessons and the
American Red Cross.

Clinical Director
Closes 12/9/09 - Contract Clinical Management
position responsible for organizing and supervising
the work of Southern Ute Health Center clinical
programs to ensure that effective clinical services
are provided and quality standards are met.

Patrol Officer
Open Until Filled - Patrols the Southern Ute Indian
Reservation and responsible for preserving the life
and property of all citizens within the Tribal
Community.

SSoouutthheerrnn UUttee IInnddiiaann TTrriibbee -- JJoobb AAnnnnoouunncceemmeennttss
Please refer to the complete Job Announcement and Requirements in the Human Resources Dept.

P.O. Box 737 • Ignacio, CO 81137 Phone: (970) 563-0100 • Fax: (970) 563-0396
*Human Resources accepts applications for Temporary Employment on an on-going basis.

SU Indian Tribe Job Hotline • (970) 563-4777
A great new way to find out about job opportunities 24 hours a day, 7 days a week! The job hotline lists
the job title and closing date for both Permanent Fund and Growth Fund positions. Full job announce-
ment including qualifications in Human Resource Department. Hotline is updated weekly. 
*Applications for Temporary Employment are accepted at the Human Resources Department on an on-
going basis. Applications are kept on file for 6 months.

SSUUIITT WWiillddlliiffee DDiivviissiioonn SSeeeekkss TTrriibbaall MMeemmbbeerr AAddvviissoorryy BBooaarrdd
The Southern Ute Tribal Council and Wildlife Division are presently seeking interested enrolled SUIT
members wishing to fill two (2) vacant seats on the Tribal Member Wildlife Advisory Board. This 7-mem-
ber Board, first established by the Council in 2005, works closely with the Wildlife Division and Rangers
in planning, reviewing, and recommending various actions related to Tribal hunting and fishing programs.
Board members who are not already employed by the Tribe are compensated at an hourly rate for meet-
ing participation. Meetings are held several times throughout the year, and a commitment to participate in
all meetings is expected. To be eligible to serve on the Board, a Tribal Member must not have committed
a hunting or fishing related violation in the past 5 years. Also, knowledge of the Tribe’s hunting and fish-
ing resources and its approach to wildlife management is preferred. Eligible Tribal Members interested in
serving on the Board must submit a brief letter of interest to the Southern Ute Wildlife Division at P.O.
Box 737, Ignacio CO 81137. Interested eligible applicants will be considered for a Board appointment by
the Tribal Council. For more information, please contact the Wildlife Division at (970) 563-0130.

KKSSUUTT SSeeeekkss BBooaarrdd
MMeemmbbeerr

KSUT Public Radio is seeking a
Southern Ute Tribal Member to
fill a vacancy on its Board of
Directors. This is a non-paid
position which requires attend-
ing monthly meetings with addi-
tional special meetings as need-
ed. Dinner is provided. KSUT is
a 501-C3 non-profit organiza-
tion. Please send a letter of inter-
est to Eddie Box, Jr. at KSUT,
Box 737, Ignacio, CO 81137.

FOR SALE
2007 Harley-Davidson Electra
Glide Classic Motorcycle,
Black Cherry & Pewter, 1584
cc, true dual exhaust & other
extras, 13,357 miles, $16,800. 

(970) 759-0145

Firewood For Sale 
Dry Cedar rounds or split.
1/2 Cord $100.00 Full Cord
$180.00. Delivered. 

(970) 729-4680

Durango Trophy & Awards
Trophies, Plaques, Ribbons, Medals, Acrylics, Crystal, Awards, Name

Badges, Name Plates, Corporate Awards, Rubber Stamps & Engraved Signs

Frank T. Clark, CRS
FREE DELIVERY

(970) 259-4581
500 CR 215 Fax:(970) 259-4210
Durango, CO 81303 Cell (970)769-6016

www.durangotrophy.com
Email: info@durangotrophy.com

Bingo
Bingo Staff - OC/PT
Bowling & Recreation
Bowling Counter Clerk - FT
Count
Count Team Staff - PT
Facilities
Electrician - FT
Facilities Staff
Facilities Technician - FT 
Food & Beverage 
Baker - FT
Beverage/Cocktail Server - FT
Banquet Staff - TMP
In-Room Wait Staff - FT
Kitchen Utility Steward - FT
Restaurant Busser - PT
Restaurant Cashier - FT

Restaurant Manager - FT
Restaurant Wait Staff - FT/PT
Hotel
Night Auditor - FT
Human Resources
Career Development Program
Manager - PT
Employee Relations Specialist - PT
Marketing
Sales Admin. Assistant - PT
Purchasing
Inventory Clerk - FT
Salon
Cosmetologist - PT/OC
Table Games
Box Person - PT
Craps Dealer - FT
Multi-Game Dealer - FT

Multi-Game Supervisor - FT/OC
Poker Dealer - FT
Poker Supervisor - FT

SSKKYY UUTTEE LLOODDGGEE && CCAASSIINNOO -- PPOOSSIITTIIOONNSS
Human Resources Department: (970) 563-3387 • Fax: (970) 563-3367

PO Box 340 • Ignacio, CO 81137 • Office Hours 8 am - 5 pm
Indian Preference Employer • All Applicants Welcome • Apply online: www.skyutecasino.com

Preference Given To Qualified
Southern Ute Tribal Members &

Other Native Americans.
FT: Full-time, PT: Part-time,

OC: On-Call, TMP: Temp

Bus Monitor 
Open Until Filled - Southern Ute Head Start
Work with bus driver to ensure the safety of chil-
dren to and from the center. Must work well with
the public, parents, & staff. Must have or be able to
obtain CPR/1st Aid certification. Must pass back-
ground checks & TB test. 

Residential Assistant
Open Until Filled - Peaceful Spirit/SUCAP
Full-time. Must have High School Diploma/GED,
minimum 2 years of continuous sobriety. Must be
available to work weekends, nights, midnight shifts,

irregular shifts and holidays. Great benefits. Must
pass criminal history background check.

Substitute Transit Driver
Open Until Filled - SUCAP
Part-time. Must have High School Diploma/GED.
Transit or school bus experience preferred. Must
have valid Colorado Drivers License and be insur-
able by SUCAP. Must pass drug/alcohol test, crim-
inal history & child abuse/neglect background
checks and pre-employment drug/alcohol screen.
Applicants are required to submit a Motor Vehicle
Report with application. EOE.

SSUUCCAAPP
Southern Ute Community Action Program

Central Office • 285 Lakin St., Ignacio, CO • (970) 563-4517
Obtain complete job description/application from SUCAP offices.

In the Estate Of, Case No.: 2009-PR-171
NOTICE OF PROBATE
TAMMY ROSE PARAMBO, Deceased
NOTICE TO: Heirs, devisees, legatees, creditors and all other
persons claiming an interest in said estate: The Southern Ute
Indian Tribe of the Southern Ute Indian Reservation, Ignacio,
CO: GREETINGS: Take notice that a petition has been filed
in this cause, alleging that the above decedent died leaving
certain assets, and asking for the determination of heirs of said
decedent, the administration of said estate including the allow-
ing of creditors of said decedent and for distribution thereof.
You are notified that said cause will be set for hearing before
the Tribal Court at the above address on MONDAY, DECEM-
BER 14, 2009 at 11:00 AM. All persons having claims
against the above estate are required to file them for allowance
with the Tribal Court at the stated address on or before the
time and date of said hearing, as above set forth or said claims
shall be forever barred and all persons interested in said estate
are hereby notified to appear and answer said Petition and
offer evidence in support of their position. The Court will
proceed to hear the matter at the date and time set above, or
such later time to which the matter shall be continued and to
make the determination therein necessary.

Dated this 20th of November, 2009
Dolores Romero, Deputy Court Clerk

In the Estate Of, Case No.: 2009-0151-PR
NOTICE OF PROBATE
Bertha Marie Grove, Deceased
NOTICE TO: Heirs, devisees, legatees, creditors and all other
persons claiming an interest in said estate: The Southern Ute
Indian Tribe of the Southern Ute Indian Reservation, Ignacio,
CO: GREETINGS: Take notice that a petition has been filed
in this cause, alleging that the above decedent died leaving
certain assets, and asking for the determination of heirs of said
decedent, the administration of said estate including the allow-
ing of creditors of said decedent and for distribution thereof.
You are notified that said cause will be set for hearing before
the Tribal Court at the above address on TUESDAY, JANU-
ARY 12, 2010 at 10:00 AM. All persons having claims
against the above estate are required to file them for allowance
with the Tribal Court at the stated address on or before the
time and date of said hearing, as above set forth or said claims
shall be forever barred and all persons interested in said estate
are hereby notified to appear and answer said Petition and
offer evidence in support of their position. The Court will
proceed to hear the matter at the date and time set above, or
such later time to which the matter shall be continued and to
make the determination therein necessary.

Dated this 20th of November, 2009
Kelly Herrera, Deputy Court Clerk

IN THE SOUTHERN UTE TRIBAL COURT

OF THE SOUTHERN UTE INDIAN TRIBE • ON THE SOUTHERN UTE RESERVATION

PO BOX 737 #149, CR 517, IGNACIO, CO (970) 563-0240
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2009 Northern Ute Thanksgiving PowWow

The Ute Tribe hosted its Annual Thanksgiving PowWow in Fort Duchesne, Utah, on November
26-28, 2009. The three-day contest PowWow organized by the Ute Tribe’s PowWow Committee
and featured contests in respective Men, Women, Junior and Teen dance categories. There was
also a drum contest. The Southern Ute Royalty were in full regalia and representing the Southern
Ute Tribe beautifully. Royalty in attendance were: Junior Miss Southern Ute A-maya Bison,
Junior Miss Southern Ute, 1st Alternate Autumn Medicine Blanket, Little Miss Southern Ute
Alexandria Roubideaux, and Little Miss Southern Ute, 1st Alternate D’Vondra-Colleen Garcia.

All photos courtesy L. Richards/SU Royalty Committee
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